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The THESSALONIANSEE 


lonica ; that Silvanus and Timothy were his attendants, 
and aſſiſted him in that work; and what ſort of treat- 
ment they met with, both from the unbelieving Fews 
and Gentiles, and from the Chriſtians, has been related at large in 


the Hiſtory prefix'd to the former Epiſtle. 
In — 10 Epiſtle (lich was written from Corinth, in the 


T HAT St. Paul planted the Chriſtian church at Theſſa- 


year of ouRx LoRD 52. of Claudius 12.) TR APosTLE had ex- 


preſſed a great deſire to return, and make the Theſſalonians ano- 
ther viſit, in order to comfort them under their perſecution, and 
farther to inſtru them in the Chriſtian doctrine. But hitherto: 
he was prevented. 

Having therefore received an account of the effects of his for- 
- mer letter, and a farther account of the ſtate of that church (as 
appears from chap. i, 3. and ii, 2. and iii. 11.) he writes this ſecond 
Epiſtle, within a few months after the firſt, whilſt he himſelf con- 
tinued at Corinth, and Silvanus and Timothy remained there with 
him, 

I reckon that this ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians was written 
not long after the firſt; becauſe St. Paul has taken no notice of 
the unbelieving Fews having hurried him before Gallio (which is 
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4 2 THESSALONIANS. 


| An-Chriſt particularly mentioned by St, Luke, Acts xviii. 12, &c.) chough 
cial, 15. perhaps he ſaw the ſtorm approaching, and hintg at it. 2 Theſſ iii. 2. . 


uss che hiſtory of St. Pavr's p 


the-gofpet at Theffatonica, 
Acts xvii. 1, Sc. we find that ſome Fews, and —— 
Gentiles imbraced the Chriſtian j teligion; but there is nothing 
ſaid there of the converſion of any idolatrous Gentiles : It muſt 
therefore, at the firſt view,- appear very: ſtrange, chat rhœſe two 
eniſtlas ſhould nevertheleſs be written to converts from a 
the idolatrous Gentiles, Why St. Luke took no notice of their 
converſion, has been accounted for p. 3. of the Hiſtory prefixcd to 
1 The. And from that Hiſtory, and the Synopſis that follows, 
I think it plaimty appears, chat $6 PAur wrote Chicks, if not al- 
together, to ſuch converts. 5 | 6 | 
Upon reviewing this remarkable circumſtance, T-can find no- 
ttzing ſaid, in the epiſtles themfelves, to or of any other ſort of 
Cbriſtians at T, e And as it is ſaid, 1 Tee.. 1. 9, 10. 
chat the perſons tõ whom e, iwg epiſtles were written, had 
turned from idbls to ſerve the living and true Gor, and to wait 
for his ſon JesUs CuRi1sT to come from heaven as ſaviour and 
judge, I think the ArosTLE has determined to what ſort of 
. convetty be was here writing. | 
Had we the account which 


done 


readineſs, ſet them right ; that, if in any reſpect any of them 
were grown wenſe, be would more ſeverely reprehend them. 

With this light in our hand we may poſſibly find out our way 
through the hiſtory of the ſtate of this. church, at the time of rhe 
writing this ſecond: epiſtie. 1 


They 
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They had now for ſome time profeſs'd the Chriſtian religion; An ch 
and therefore he does not (as in the firft epiftle) inlarge upon the ,,22 
reception, which the goſpel had met with, upon ics firſt appear⸗- 


ance among them, nor upon his own planting it with the moſt 
diſinteteſted views, and amidſt ſo many and ſuch great difcou- 
ragements. | | 
The perſecution that aroſe from the unbelieving eus ſeems to 
have been ſome what abated ; and therefore he ſays leſs in this 
epi/tle of their malice and virulence : But yet, as they had not 
wholly ceaſed to moleſt the Chri/tians, he (after an introdut3ion 
like that in the former epiſtle) does again commend the Thefſals- 
mans for their ſted faſt neſs in the Chriſtian religion; for their 
patient ſuffering for the cauſe of Chriſtianity; and that (under 
all their difficulties and difcouragements) their holineſs and cha- 
rity ſtill increaſed. _ fuch accounts (as he tells them) he 
often ſpoke with pleaſure, in other churches, about his converts 
at Thaſſalbnica; and aſſures them, in a very ſolemn manner, that 
the Logpy Je$vs CHRIST would finally come to their great joy, 
but to the deſtruction of their enemies and perſecutors: And, that 
he frequently pray d to Go that they might perſevere, and find 
mercy with their great Judge at the laſt day. Boe 
As he found that his diſcourſe concerning the fudden and ſur- 
prizing approach of that day, had been miſunderſtood; he rakes 
icular care to acquaint chem in this ſerond epiſtie, that they 
miſtaken his mearing, if they had concluded from any thing 
that he had faid, or wrote, that the comme of the Loxn was then 
aſt ar hand And he ſeems to have been very folicitous to fer 


them right in this particular; for if men expected that the day of 


judgment would happen „ic would almoſt put à ftop to 
alt temporal r tell how fav. chis — — 
might influence ſuck among the Theſſalonians as were before diſ- 

to be idle, and to neglect cheir at concerns; for we 
ſhall find as we proecced, that they were actually grown worſe: 
And — — 1 not anſwer their ex- 
pectations, mig ly have been tempted, all of them, 
to have thrown off che Chriſtian religion intirely, and even the 
very profeſſion of it, as coneluding that the whole was as ground 
leſs. and delufive as the falſe or miſtaken propheey, that had rai- 
ſeq ſuch an expectation of the ſpeedy coming of the day of the 


LoRD. 


Though 
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An. Chriſii Though therefore he had in the firſt epiſtle kept in generals, 
8 about the ſudden approach of that day, and had only warned them 
Wy to prepare for it, how nigh or diſtant ſoever it might be, he now 
| aſſures them that there was to be a grand apoſtaſy ; that the man 
of fin and ſon of perdition was firſt to appear even in (the very Chri- 
ſtian church) the temple of Gop; and that the apo/a/y would 
be ſo general, that none but the ſincere and ſtedfaſt lovers of truth 
and virtue would eſcape the deluſion and the puniſhment that 
would follow. But, 

In the mean time the AyosTLE, by hoping ſo well of the T5, 
falonians, took the molt agreeable method to confirm their faith 
and virtue, patience and ſtedfaſtneſs; for he was anxiouſly con- 
cerned, leſt this miſtake, or any thing elſe, ſhould unſertle them, 
and make them apoſtatize, and ſo they (after all his pains and 
care) ſhould be found among be rejected in that ſignal day. 

Though the malice of the unbelieving Jeus towards the Chri- 
ftians at Theſſalonica, ſeems to have been, in ſome meaſure, aba- 
ted, yet their enmity to St. Paul did ſtill abound in every place. 
He therefore (as ah ſo often and ſo earneſtly pray'd for them) 
does here again deſire the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica, to pray for 
him, that he might be vigorous and ſucceſsful in ſpreading the 
Chriſtian religion through the world, and that he might be pre- 
ſerved from the power and malice of wicked and unreaſonable 
men, alluding (I ſuppoſe) to his treatment at Theſalonica ; and 
perhaps (as has been already hinted) he foreſaw another ſtorm 
approaching, which did come on with great fury; but by the fa- 
vour of a kind providence blew over without doing him any harm, 
AFR xviii. 12———18, | | 

Whether the AposTLE (after all his earneſt deſires to ſee them 
again) deſpair'd of returning to Theſſalonica for ſome time, or 
thought them ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by what he had done already, 
or reckoned that he had ſaid enough concerning that deſire and 
intention of his, and that to have ſaid more would have been im- 
proper, unleſs he had had a fair proſpect of returning ſhortly 
Whatever was the reaſon, I fay, the AyosTLE takes no notice in 
this epiſtle of his purpoſe or deſire to viſit them again in a little 
time. He did indeed viſit them once or twice after this (ſee Adds 
XX. I, 2, 3. and the note on 1 Thepſ. iii, 11.) but that was at the 
interval of four or five years ; and therefore he had not the pro- 
ſpect of it when he wrote this epiſtle. 


He 


2 THESSALONITANS. 


- He had given them ſuch cloſe and preſſing diſſwaſives from all An chi 


manner of uncleanneſs, 1 Thefſ. iv. 8. And, 
From the glorious proſpect of the reſurrection, and the con- 


Claud. 2. 


ſequent ſtate of virtue and happineſs, had ſo convincingly argued ; 


againſt their ſorrowing for their deceaſed friends, like their ido- 
latrous neighbours, who had no ſuch hopes, 1 Theſſ.iv. 33, Cc. 
Tn he did not ſee occaſion to add any thing upon either of theſe 
ſubjects. | 

He had alſo (1 The v. 12, 13.) admoniſhed them of their 
want of deference towards ſuch as prefided over their religious aſ- 
ſemblies, and who regulated their worſhip, but eſpecially the pub- 
lic exerciſe of their ſpiritual gifts : And, as he is wholly filenc 
about that matter, in this ſecond epiſtle, we may reaſonably pre- 
ſume that they were either reformed in that particular, or in a 
likely way to reform. 

They had not in the leaſt diminiſhed in their love to one ano- 
ther, but rather increaſed in their benevolent temper, fince their 
imbracing Chriſtianity, and even ſince the writing of the former 
epiſtle; and therefore he now commends them upon that account, 
in order to confirm and incourage them to perſevere. But, 

As he had briefly and gently admoniſhed ſome idle and diſor- 
derly perſons among them to mind their own proper buſineſs, and 
to uſe ſuch care and diligence as that they might make a decent 
proviſion for themſelves, recommend to the world the Chriſtian 
religion, which they had ſo lately imbraced, and do ſomething 
that would turn to the good of the community, 1 Theff. iv. 11, 12. 
And, as they had not comply'd with the admonition, and reform- 
ed, but were rather grown worſe ; —— 

He therefore, in thts ſecond epiſtle, ſpeaks more particularly 
and ſharply againſt ſuch a behaviour ; acquainting them, that the 
neglecting their own proper affairs, and going about from houſe 
to houſe, and officiouſly meddling with other people's concerns, 
was a diſorderly way of living, that tended greatly to the ſcan- 
dal of Chriſtianity, as well as to their own and other people's de- 
triment. He puts them alſo in mind of his own example (as he 
had done, though with a different view, in his former epiſtle) 
and how He, Siluanus, and Timothy, had worked with their own 
hands for a ſubſiſtence, whilſt they were planting the goſpel gr 
Theſſalonica : And, as the Theſſalonians had been eye-witneſſes of 
that their behaviour, it became them moſt carefully to imitate fo 
good an example, 

2 


Bur, 
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iti Bur, if upon ſuch repeated Admonitions, they would not re- 


Cad form, he adviſes the other Chriſtians ar Theſaloxica, to diſcoun- 
yay tenance them, and to uſe all the moſt prudent and likely methods 


to bring them ro ſhame and repentance. . 
- He concludes. with ſending ſalutations, and with writing: his 
name in ſome very particular manner, to diſtinguiſh his genuine 
epiſtles, from any that might be counterfeited under his name. 
He (moſt probably) wrote his name in the very ſame manner 
in the concluſion of zhe firft epiftle ; for be himſelf ſays (2 They 
ili. 19.) That that was the token in all his epiſtles, whereby they 
might be known to be his: But he now ſpeaks of it, as if he had 
ſuſpected that ſome epiſtle had been diſperſed among the Tbeſſa- 
lonians, that was pretended to be his, and in which it was ex- 
preſly ſaid, That the day of the Loxp was then juſt at band: Tho' 
the ſuſpicion was not ſo ſtrong, but that he ſeems to have been 
very dubious whether their miſtake had been occaſioned by their 
miſunderſtanding ſome expreſſions in his i epiſtle, or by an im- 
poſtor's forging an epiſtle under his name. 
This 1 to have been wrote the ſecond of St. Paurꝰ's thir- 

teen epr/tles. | 
By whoſe hand it was ſent does not now. appear; but THis 
SREAT! APOSTLE did not want meſſengers, attendants, and per- 
ſons ready to miniſter unto him. | 

Thus, I think, we have taken the only way, now left, of com- 
ing at the hiftory of the ſtate of this church at Theſ/alonice, when 
the APosTLE wrote this ſecond epiſtle. | 
And, it appears that the: main point, about which he wrote, 

was to rectify a miſtake concerning the coming of the day of the 
 Logp; a miſtake, which (if not rectified) might have proved of 
dangerous conſequence |! 

But he hath alſo added other things of conſiderable impor- 
tance ; and particularly, that of reprehending the idle and diſor- 
derly perſons, who inſtead of reforming were grown worſe. Theſe 
two points he more eſpectally labours, that he might prevent the 
ruin, or great decay of Chriſtianity at Theſſalonica. | 

And, tis to be hoped that his epiſtle had the defired effect; 
for there was a Chriſtian church at Theſſalonica, ſome ages after 
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The INTRODUCTION. 
Chap. i. Ver. 1, 2 
An. Chriſti 


TEXT. Pd RAPHRASE 5 


1 PAUL, and Silyanus, TY AUL?, who planted the everlaſt- Chap. I. 


and Timotheus, unto goſpel among you, together 1: 
the church Gree voy pn — with * by ons and © Timothy, who were 


with me at Theſſalonica, and my afli- 
Rants in that. work, now write. a ſecond 
letter to * the church lately founded there, 
who are giſfinguiſhed from the idola- 


trous 
N 0 ) TE F. 


1. * See Note () on Philemon, 
> See Note (*) on 1 Theſſ. i. 1. ps to wh is ſaid there, I would add, 
chat 1 take S&ilvanws to have been a freeman of Rome, as well as St. Pa ut, and 
that this was his Roman, and Silas his Zewf name. See As xvi. 37, where 
he is called a free Roman. In writing to Chriſtians that had been Gonfiles, and 
berry lived in a — roviuce; St. PAux the ArosTLE, and Sifvanys the Euen- 
2 uw Romay name. | | 
: rg ote 5 = I 


L I, 
* See Note (©) on 1 T. . 
« See Note (4) on 1 7 1 1 


* Ses Now (*) on 1 T5. : 
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ys 
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E 


Chap. I. frous Gentiles, by their believing * in the nians, in Gop our Father, 
one true Gop, even our Father; and _ the Logpy JES vs 
* 5 . HRIS T: 
who are diſtinguiſhed from their fierceſt Grace unto you, and * 
enemies the unbelieving Jeus, by their from Gop our Father, and 
believing alſo in the LoRDU JESsus the Lonp JESUS CugIs r. 
CHRIST. | 
a. » We wiſh you favour and all imagi- 
nable happineſs from thoſe: glorious and 
excellent perſons in whom you believe, 
and whom you make confcience to wor- 
ſhip, imitate and obey, i. e. from. Gop, 
even our Father, and from the Lorp IxE- 
sus CHRIST. | | 


NOTES. 


EY Se Hale nw) x) bel "Inc xe. In Gon our Father, and in the 
Lonp Jzsvs ChRIsr.] This ſhows that the ArosTLE did not deſign to ſay, 
Go the Father of us, and of the Lony Jzaps Cunisr. (Though that is like 
an expreſſion which ou Loxy himſelf uſes, ohn xx. 17.) But e is to be 
underſtood before xveiy here, as I ſuppoſe v to be underſtood before xvers, ver. 2. 
and 1 Theſſ. i. 1. 
Such perſons as would ſee this obſervation farther confirmed, may compare 
with this place, I Tim. i. 1, 2. 2 Tim. i. 2. and 2 Theſſ. ti. 16, 17. 

2. * See Note (f) on 1 The. i. 1. | 


9 * oY 


_- _ 
Chap. i. Ver. 3—— 12; 
CONTENT S. 


N this Section he repeats the ſubſtance and main deſign of the 
1 firſt epiſtle, which was to confirm them in their Chriſtianity, 
and in their patient ſuffering for it; and the great argument he 
here makes uſe of, is, that the Loxd JesUs CHRISH would come 
as univerſal judge ; and that then he would puniſh their enemies 
and perſecutors, and make them happy. A 

= 5 | TEXT. 
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thren, as it is meet, becauſe | ; 
that your faith groweth ex- EVEN our duty to do ſo, in as much as we 


ceedingly, and the charity underſtand (ſinee our writing the former 

of every one of you all to- letter) that your * faith and ſtedfaſtneſs 

vw each other abound- in the Chriſtian religion increaſes exceed- 

4 S$0 that we our ſelyes glo- ingly, even though you daily ſuffer upon 

- in you in the churches of that account; and that your mutual love 

_ — "ws my ns and charity abounds and overflows, which 

ons and tribulations that ye is highly becoming Chriſtians, and ex- 

endure. actly agreeable to the ſpirit and temper of 
5 Which is a manifeſt to- the goſpel of CurisrT, 

ken Nay, ſuch indeed is your conduct that 

we frequently glory in it, and mention 

it to your honour in the other Chriſtian 

churches, particularly at Corinth, where 

we now are, often putting them in mind 

how patient and ſtedfaſt the Theſalont- 


@ns are, under all the perſecutions and 


injuries which they ſuffer for their Chri- 


ſtianity, - 
And, what a glorious ® proof is it of 
| God's 
NOTES. 


3- i See Note on Philem. ver. 4. and Note (*) on t Theſſc1. 2. b 

The Chriſtians at The ſſalonica ſeem to have been remarkable for their pa- 
rtience and ſtedfaſtneſs, as well as for their mutual love and affection, ver. 4, 5. 
1 Theff. i. 336 10. and ii. 14. and iv. 9, 10. 

4. Compare ver. 11. with this verſe, and you'll find that here 4s an inſtance of 
his commending them in order to incourage and more effectually perſwade them 
{till to be advancing. Such inſtances may be found, 1 The i. 3 10. and 
ii. 19, 20. 2 Coy. vii. 14. and ix. 2. Philem. ver. 5, 6, 7. compared with 8, 9, 10. 
See Note (f) on 1 Thefſ. iv. 1. and the contents of Section iv. there. From this 
text it is worth while to obſerve this ArosTLE's skilful and happy addreſs z he 
raiſed the emulation of other churches, by conimending the The Talonians ; and 
he again quickens the Theſſalonians, by acquainting them how much he bad 
praiſed them in other churches. | | 
5. » Dr. A6GV}s informs us, that St, Ambroſe, Theophylact, the Fulgar and 
Fyriac verſions, All read eig Leda, which will better connect this with the 

preceding yerſe. 80 Rom. iii. 25. 3 Wet, c. 1 


52. 


TEXT. PAR APH RAS E. uf. 
— 


3 We are bound to thank We frequently praiſe Gon upon your Chap. K. 
Gov always for you, bre- account; and indeed, tis proper, and 


12 
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An.Chrifti 


32. 


Chap, I. 


cuff... PARAPHRAGSE. TEXT 


God's judging * right; and that he is no ken of the righteous judg- 
reſpecter of perſons | What an evidence ogg Gon, __ . 
of the exactneſs of his preſcience, of his —_ "i ine : 
perfe& knowledge of the hearts o men 
and of his kind and impartial regard io 
virtuous perſons of every nation! that he 

ſhould honour you (that were formerly 3 
idolarroms Gentiles) with being admitted! 
ſo put you in the ſure way to attain tune l 


everlaſting inheritance! — Even you, . 


J fay, who have in the event fully ma- 

niſeſted the wiſdom of his choice, and 

given the ſureſt ptoofs of your own ſin- 

cerity and fidelity, by Gffering; ſo ſoon, 

and perſevering ſo patiently and ſtedfaſt - 

ly in the Chriſtian faith, notwichſtanding 
N 5 Sth ini n the 


81 f *S HOLY NOTES. 

„The ArosTLEs by the (72 True) /pirit illumination, were directed to 
whom and how long, as well as what they ſhould preach : For the ſpirit knew. 
the. probity of every man's heart; and conſequently knew (xe:&s;) with the 
greateſt exactneſs, what ſucceſs they would every where have, and what the 
event would be. | ; 
In particular, he foreſaw how the 7 hegalbniaus were prepared for the recepti- 
on- of the goſpel, and how proper it was to admit them into the kingdom of Gop: - 
And the event verified the juſtneſs of his judgment. KB; 
- By (e e I Srenies xeiorn; Ts Ow) & manifeſt token of the righteous (or 
impartial) judgment of Gon, I think the Aros rt refers to Gop's rejeRting the 
wicked Fes, and _ the well diſpoſed; Gentiles into his kingdom, under 

the Aab. What St. Pzrzm ſays concerning the devour. Gentiles being recei- 
ved into the Meſftab's kingdom, Als x. 34, 35. Ma ruth i perceive thats Gon 
is 'no-Teſpefter of perſons; but in every nation (as well as among the Zews) be 
that fearerh Gon, and. worketh righteouſneſs, i accepted with him; and, 
© Per. i. 1. Tf ye cali on the Father, obo, — eh of per ſons, judgeth 
according to every man's work, &c. St. Paus applies to the converts from - 
the idolatrous Gentiles, Rom. ii. 6— 15. where he aſſures them that Gop would 
tender unto every man acc to his deeds, whether he were Jem or Gentile; 
For (ſays he) there is no reſpect of perſons with Gop. His kingdom, under the 
Meſſiah, is a Gelee, Kingdom and virtuous perſons of all nations are meet to 
de ers, but not wicked ns. of any nation. e e 
is is I eryHhα I Suit g . Sce Note on 1 Te. i. 4. 8 
L. | 4 . 
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PARAPHRASE ut 


kingdom of Gov, for which the violent oppoſition and great diſcou- Chap. I. 
ye _ _ tacos ragement you have met with ! . 

thing wah” Got to Secom- And let not your faith and patience fail 6. 
pence tribulation to them you, for that wiſe and juſt. Gop, who 


— * 
— — nm 


— r 
- ry 
— — 
—— 


that trouble you 3 

7- And to you whe ire trou- 
bled, reſt with us, when 
the Loa p Jzsvs ſhall be 
revealed from heaven, with 


bis might le,, 
* kn Sa Mot 


vengeance on. them that 


proportions things to perſons, and per- 


ſons to things, has ſer rewards over a- 


gainſt virtuous - ſufferings, and puniſh- 
ments over _—_ triumphant wicked 


neſs; and will think himſelf concerned 


fooner or later, to rectify the diforders of 


know the prteſent ſtate, to *puniſh thoſe" that 

| now perſecute you, and to grant unto 7. 
you, that are at preſent perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake, full ® deliverance, and 
compleat glory and happineſs. with us, in 
that great and folemn day, when the 
Lorp Jrsus fhall deſcend from heaven 
in a pompous and triumphant manner, 
as univerſal judge, adorned with the 
greateſt * glory and ſplendor, and attend- 8. 
4 all his illuſtrious and mighty an- 

els. 

a And when he, in this magnificent man- 
ner, comes down to judgment, and the 


1 


NOTES, 


S. » Ver. 8, 9. Zerb. vii: 103 13. Matt. ev. 41=—46. Like xvii. 3. 
Rom. ii. 26; 8, 9. and xii. 19. Jude ver. 14,15. Rep. vi. 10, and xvi. 6. - 
„ Arten, relaration, i. e. from your preſent ſufferings,” along with which - 
Gop will alſo beſtow poſitive compleat happineſs, ver. 10. Wiſd. v. 1353 1, 16. - 
Matt. v. 10, 11, 12, and xxv. 3440; 46. Nom. ii. J 10, 11. and vill. 19. 
and ix. 23. 1 Cor. xv. 19; 29, 30, 31, 32» 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Phil. 1.48. 2 Tom. - 
ii. 11, 12. and iv. 8. Heb. xi. G. James i. 12, 1 Per. i. 6, 7. and v. 19. Rev. 
ii. 10. and iii. 4, 5. and vi. 11. * i | plc 
8. 2 The fight of the Shechinab (or cloud of glory) in which ova Loan will 
appear at the laſt day, will be as dreadful to his enemics as it will be joyous % 
his ſincere friends and diſciples.” Ls e 
As to the cloud of glory, fee Iſa. iv. 5. As i g. and vii. 30. in which texts 
its mild and benign a ce is ſpoken of; but the prophet ſpeaks of its dread- 
ful appearance, 1/4, Aix. 6. as docs the Pſajmiſt, Pſal. xvili. 6mm; x 5 
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An.Chriſii 


$2, 
Claud, 12. 


PAR AP HRA SE. 


Chap, I. hole world is ſummoned before his aw- 
ful tribunal ; then will he render unto 
every man according to his works — 
unto the idolatrous Gentiles, who will 
not acknowledge * the one true Gon, and 
who have been excited by the 9 to 
perſecute you; and, unto the unbelieving 
Jeu, who have excited the Gentiles to 
perſecute you, and have themſelves re- 
fuſed to obey the goſpel of our Lorp Ix- 

9. sus, CnRISsT - Unto both of them will 
be render indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguiſh, even baniſhment 
from the preſence of the Lord, and a 
proper puniſhment which will be inflict- 
ed by his mighty and * glorious power. 

10. But, he will come in that ſignal day 

to be honoured by all rightequs and holy 
perſons, and to be admired for his holi- 
neſs and impartial juſtice, his mighty 


power 


NOTES. 


2THESSALONIANS. 


TEXT. 


know not Gon, and that 
obey not the goſpel of our 
Lonxp Jzsvs ER : 

Who ſhall be puniſhed g 
yang deſtruction 
ſrom the preſence of the 
Lon p, and from the glory 
of his power; 

When he ſhall come to 10 
be glorified in his ſaints, 
and to be admired in all 
them that believe (becauſe 

Our 


both are joined together, Marr. xvi. 27. and xxv. 31, Cc. Mark viii. 38. Zuke 


IX. 26. 


ev. i. J. in all which laſt mention'd places 'tis confidercd as a tranſ- 


porting fight to the pious, but a terrible one to the wicked. 
Pk 55 ſeem — if the holy angels were to conſtitute the cloud of glory, 


Pal. civ. 3, 4. And then wil” ayyiaer 


perhaps, to be read in one continued ſentence. 


Jud ues aurs & mvei gaiy@,, ought, 


But if his coming (e Tvei paiy©@) in flaming fire, relate to his puniſhing the 


wicked with fire; then ſee Marr. v. 22. and xxili. 8, 9. and xxv. 41. 


Ix. 43 ; 45- Heb. xii. 29. 2 Per. iii. ). 
I incline. rather to take it in the former ſenſe. 
See Note on ver. 6. 


rk 


© Pal. bocix. 6. Gal. iv. 8. Eph. ii. 12. 1 Thefſ. iv. 5. 


t Acts xvii. 5. 


9. ® Matt. xxv. 41. with this place compare 7/2. ii. 19 ; 21. and Rev. vi. 16, 17. 


'* The his power, or his glorious power; ſee Note () on 1 Th 
fach hee aſt, In ——. be . 


Io. 5 er & TH nuicz, m 
of the verſe, or elſe we muſt 2 
meaning was, that the goſpel, w 


. i. 3. 
at the degli 


(as Grotius does) that the ArosTLE's 


he preached 


neg the The/ſalonians, 
among Jil ul 


2T HESSALONIANS. 
TEXT. 


our | teſtimony among you 


15 

An. Chtiſi 
81. 

Claud. 12. 


PAR APHRAS E. 


power and amazing goodneſs; by all Cp E 


was believed) in that gay. 
11 Wherefore alſo we pray 
always for you, that ous 
Gop would count you wor- 
thy of this calling, and ful- 
fil all the 
his goodnels, 'the work 
of faith with power : 

That the name of our 
Lorp Jxsvs CnrisT may 
be glorified in you, and 7 
in him, according to the 

grace 


12 


ood pleaſure of 
* 


them that have believed and obey'd 
him; among which happy number you 
may expect to be found, as you ſo chears 
fully imbraced the firſt offers of the goſ- 


pel, and have ſince lived ſo much under 


the power and influence of it (for the 


truth of what we preached among you 


will that day be confirmed, as well as 
the propriety of the places where, and 


the perſons to whom we preached ; and 


all the moſt glorious promiſes of our ge- 


fel will be fully accompliſhed in their 


ſeaſon.) And, in order to your being of 745 


that happy number, we pray conſtantly, - 
that ouR Gop *, who hath called you 


out of the” midſt of an idolatrous and 
wicked world, into the Chriſtian church, 
would animate. you to behave worthy 
of ſuch an unſpeakable favour; and that 


he would, by his mighty power, perfect 
all his own kind and merciful deſigns, 


and the proper fruits of your faith. 
That the honour of Chriſtianity may be 
advanced in the world, and the name of 
our LoxD JESsuSs CHRIST glorified by 
your holy lives and patient ſuffering for 
your religion! and that you your ſelves 
may at preſent be ſupported, and at laſt 
made glorious and happy by.and through 


him, according to that gracious purpoſe 


NOT E S. 


will be confirmed by the ſupreme Judge at the laſt day. And Yes ſays; that 
the Syriac verſion read i. Tiwev8nosJas, Oc. which confirms Grotius's inter- 
tation. | : 
What day is here referred to may be ſeen more fully in Note on chup. ii. 2. 
11. * Ver, 5. Sec Note (©) on 1 T h/. ii. 2. 
2 


12, * See 


12. 


16 


2THESSALONIANS. 


An. Chriſti | | 
Cland.12. PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


Cup. I. of GoDr®*, and of the Lorp IEZSUSG grace race vf oun God, and the 


CARIST, which is now ſo fully 4A D Jxsus Can ier. 


ed to mankind by our en r ever- 
wag en | 


as dope ot by NOTES. 
13. „ ee Note A a I. 


- 
— — ——— —_ — a 
* —_ —_— "x a 


SECT. III. 
Chap. ii. 77. 
CON TE NTS. 


Yaving in the former Seftion mentioned the comin of our 
Lonp jesus CnRIST, he here gently ſlides into 1 main 
defign of this eþiftle, which was to rectify a miſtake, that either 
ſome weak or deſigning perſons had ſpread among the Theſſaloni- 
ans, viz." That St. Paur thought the day of the Lord to be juſt at 
bend; and that he had intimated ſo . either in his diſcourſe 


— 


at 7. 22 or had, ſince his being there, had a revelation 


concerning it, with which he had acquainted them by an epiſtle, 


fince he left them. 

He now affures them that he neither ſaid nor deſigned to ſay 
any ſuch thing; but, on the contrary, had formerly told them, and 
now tells them again, that a grand and remarkable apoſtaſy was 


flirſt to d e in the Chriſtian church: And, intimates that he 
er 


hoped neither this miſtake, nor any thing elſe would fo ſtagger 


them as to indanger their Chriſtianity and their final acceptance 
with God. 


TEXT. 


X 


2THESSALONIANS. 


T' EFT. PARAPHRASE at. 
Nas we beſeech you, Aving already taken notice of tbe Chap. tt. 


brethren, by the com- | 
ng of 00. Lanes 108 coming of our Loꝝx o Jxsus CHRIST, 


Carr, and by our ga- to YOUr great joy, and to the deſtruction 
thering together unto him, of your enemies, I have ſomething more 


2 That ye be not ſoon to ſay concerning it; and would beſeech 


; 
. 


troubled, neither by ſpirit 
— be wen — by — of our Lox D Jesus CHRIS, and by the 


ſhaken in mind, or be and adjure you * by that awful coming 


as from us, as that the day hopes which you have of being then ga- 


of CHarsr is at hand. = thered wy om with the righteous, and 
< meeting him with comfort and accep- 


tance in that ſolemn day = That you 
would not ſo ſoon give up thoſe right 

ſentiments, which you received from us, 

or be ſo eaſily perplexed and diſturbed 

by the groundleſs inſinuations of ſuch 

perſons as pretend to ſay, That, by any 

of our diſcourſe whilſt we were at Te 

ſalonica, or by immediate revelation 
ſince we ſaw you, or by the epitle 

which we have ſent you; we had de- 

clared that the © day of the Lord Ixsus 

CHRIST, 


NOTES. 


1. > Dr. Mills fays, That'two MSS. and the Erhiopic verſion read wie: inſtead 
of 5745 ; and indeed the word {7s it ſelf, with a genitive caſe after it, does often 
fignify about, or, concerning; Rom. ix. 27. 2 Cor. i. 8. and viii. 23, 24. 1Thefſ. 
111. 2. and in many other places: Yet I rather incline to think that dvi is here 


— for du,, and to underſtand it as a ſolemn adjuration to raiſe their attention 
* 


the proſpect of that great and glorious day of the Lon p: This was a com- 
mon thing with St. Paus, when he was about to fay a thing of great im- 

rtance, 1 Cor. xv. 31. 1 Theſf v. 2. 2 Tim. iv. x. and it could never have 
— uſed more properly than here, where he had ſuch momentous things to fay 
about hat great day. Y = 

c Matt. xxiv. 31. and xxv. 34. Mark xiii. 27. | 

2. 4 See 1 Thefſ. iv. 15. and Note (*) upon it. | 

e s V. inner nue Te Kees, As that the day of Cunisr is 
at hand;] That this day of Cuzisr cannot refer to his coming to the deſtru- 


tion of Jeruſalem and the Fewifſs nation, will plainly „ if we look into 


the riſe and s of this part of St. Pavr's epiſtles, 1 T befſ; iv. 13, Sc. He 
had Ae the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica againſt lamenting over their dead, 
as they uſed to do whilſt they were 9 z to prevent which for the _— 
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18 $STHESSALONTANS. 


cult, PARAPHRASE. TEXT 


Chap 
3 


II, 


CukisT is of band! No, falſe prophets Let no man deceive you 3 
may; perhaps, forge letters under our y 
name; or pretend to ſpeak by order and 


authority from us; yet you need not in- 


danger 
NOTES. 


Me puts them in mind of the Chriſtian iſe of a glorious teſurrection to an eter- 
I life of perfection and happineſt. When that reſurrection from the dead will 
be, he alia. informed them, 1 The iv. 15, 16, viz. ar the coming of the 
Lon p J=svs CHRIST ; then ſhall ſuch of the Chriſtians, as ſhall be found alive 
upon earth, be transformed, and the dead raiſed, and the righteous be all made 


1 Having mentioned that coming of rhe Lox p, or of the day of the Logo, he, 


in the beginning of the fifth chapter; goes on wich his diſcourſe about 7har day, aſſu- 
ran! them that whenever it did come, it would come ſuddenly and ſurprizingly : 
FW 'that, abs particular time was unknown, men ought always to be prepared. 
But he ſaid nothing thefe, how nigb, or bow diſtant, he apprehended it to be. 
Abbut the; coming of this very day of the Lokp St. Par had been informed 
that they had either miſunderſtood his meaning, or been impoſed upon by ſome 
weak or ebenes men, who had aſſerted it, as his opinion, that F ht day cas 
hen juſt nt han. To rectify Which triſtake was the chief deſign of his epiſtle; in 
Which le Here lets them khoW, that a3 r was firſt to happen; and 
therefdre hat lay was at a diſtance; an that be had told them as much, when 
he was at 7 Þeſſatonica z to which propheſy, if they had carefully attended, they 
could nôt To widely have miſtaken his meaning. 

If therefore that day, and rhe day (or coming) of the Lon p, 1 The. iv. 
15, Cc. and v. 1, Sc. ought to be underſtood of zhe day of judginent, that tre- 
mendous day, when Cngisr thall-deſcend from heaven, with the voice of the 


archangel, and the trumper of Gon when the dead ſhall be raiſed, and the li- 


Ying transformed; I think tis plain that it 52 ſo to be underſtood here alſo: For 
be ſpeaking. And (thougb what | aid F 

|: of the ꝓhraſe, in ee I would oe and above add, that by Hat 
9h or coming, of the'Logp is gencra 


het [ 
TEXT. PARAPHRASE. city. [i 


by any means : for ha danger your Chriftianity by lookin for ap if. ly 
TS 0 "oo 1 8 will not happen, but may p ſſeſs 

your fouls in patience, and with compo= 

ſure and diligence mind you own lawful | 


NOTES. 


terms admoniſhed the 7 he/alouians (r Theft v. 21.) to prous all things, in or- 
der to hold faſt that Sie 8 * Kore | ri | 
And, that epiſtles alſo were torged under their names, or at leaſt that there Fit 
was danger of ſuch a thing, appears very obable from this pace, compared | 
with chap. iii. 17. Gal. vi. 11.' and Phe. 19. But theſe places, and eſpe- 
cially the text here ſhows us tha AHA very great care to prevent ſuch im- 
poſtures doing any harm. Su St. Paul had og 708 ſuch a thing, the 
that are acquainted with the 12 ers, know very we . at a multitude of 175 
pels, acts, and epiſtles, were forged under the name of ſome or other of the 
APOSTLES. © 907 VO) Dien 20090 
We have none that were forged in the ArosrbE y days; but there is ſtill ex- 
tant an epiſtle of St. Paul, to the Corinthians (beſides the two which we have 
in the New Teſtament) which is evidently a forgery of later ages, Zones's Canon, 
&c. Vol. 1. p. 173, &c. And another epiſtle of St. Pavr to the Laodiceans's 
which is alſo a late forgery, being only a confuſed collection of ſentences out of 
ſome of his genuine cpiſtles, arid occaſioned {molt probably) by what he'bim- 
{elf has ſaid, Col. iv. 16. concerning an epiſtle from Laodicea, which the Coloſſians 
were to get, and read in their church; and which I take to be what is now 
called The epiſtle ro the Epheſians. See Jones's Canon, &c. Vol. 2. p. 41, &c. 
And laſtly, we have fix of St. Paur's e to Seneca (Nero's tutor) as well as 
eight epiſtles of Seneca to St. Pau. Theſe were a more early forgery, being 
extant in or before, the fourth century; and are mentioned by St. — (Ca- 
tal. vir. illuſtr. in Sexeca) and by St. Auſtin (54 epiſt. ad Maced. Tom. opp. 2. 
N 245.) as quoted by Mr. Jones; and thoſe two fathers had ſeen and read them. 
o perſon that has been converſant with the New Teſtament, and St. Pavr's .. 
ſtyle and manner, but, upon the bare reading of them, will eafily ſee that they 
are Forgeries. They are publiſhed in Latin and Engliſh, by Mr. Zones, Canon, 
&c. Vol. 2. p. 64, &c. See alfo Theophylact. . 2 The ii. 2. p. 724. and 
upon ch. iii. 17. p. 737. and Oecumen. p. 193, and 204, I have not here taken 
notice of other writings that were early forged under his name, becauſe an epi- 
/ile is what the text ſeems more particularly concerned in; though there was a 
revelation alſo forged under his name within the three firſt centuries ; and other 
books, with other titles, ſome ſooner and ſome later. „ 
St. Pavr ſpeaks here as if he had been dubious, whether the miſtake aroſe 
from a forged epiſtle, or from ſome expreſſions in his own former epiſtle ; if it. 
was the latter, 1 7 eff: iv. 15. and v. 2, 3, 4. were, probably, the pailages that 
occaſioned it; and polſibly ſome weak or defigning perfons might aggravate the 
thing: But we have here St. Pavr's own word for it, that he had no ſuch 


meaning, 
C 2 s Whe- 


2THESSALONIANS. 


An.Chriſti 


Claud. r2. PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


WY | 
Chap. I. and proper buſineſs: For though we ac- day ſhall not come, except 


uainted you that : the Chriſtians, that there come a falling away 
3 alive a the laſt day, ſhall not die, „ _ 
but be transformed; yet we do not ex- 
pect to be of that number: And, though 
we acquainted you that the day of the 
Lord will come ſuddenly and furpri- 
zingly upon a thoughtleſs and wicked 
world (1 Theſf. v. 2, 3.) we never ſaid, 
or deſigned, to ſay, that it would come 
ſpeedily : Whatever diſcourſe therefore, 
or revelation, any man may pretend to, 
have had from us, or whatever they may 
infer from our words, do not regard 
them, nor ſuffer your ſelves, by any means, 
to be deluded by them: For (by the word 
of knowledge, 1 Cor: xii. 8. or the diſco- 
very F the grand myſteries, which relate 
to the. future condition of the — apy 
church). Gop has clearly and expreſly re- 
vealed to me, that before the great day 
of the Lord", there will happen #2 
grand apoſtaſy in the Chriſtian church g 
4 an ts 


NOTES. 


Whether theſe be not ſome of the (Serosa) things bard to be underſtood, . 
in St. PavL's epiſtles (mentioned 2 Per. iii. 16.) which the unlearned and un- 
ftable aureſted to t hein ozon deſtructionu . deſerves to be inquired. 
It appears that Hymeneus and Fhiletus ſubverted ſome Chriſtians, by affirm. 
ing that the reſurrection was then paſt, 2 Tim. ii. 18. And theſe ＋ heſſalonians 
were in imminent danger from ſome who, with like groundleſs pretences, affirmed. 
that he day of the Lonx v was then juſt at hand. 

> Make no ſtop after T&/To, but put a comma immediately after %, and un- 
derſtand #ri5nxey as. the word to be ſupplicd after. 3]: ; and then the conclu- 
ſion of ver. 2. and. the beginning of ver. 3. will run ſmooth. and caſy, thus, 
ws oe wwicuxty n ne N Reist, mNTH Vurs tZare)]ion N AH rev 5) (ſcil. 
Erioney) id jad, c. Let no man impoſe ou you that "tis at hand, unkeſs 
the apoſtaſy firſt happen, &c... See Sir Norton Knatchbull. 

H aToracia, rhe apoſtaſy, by way of eminence ! Sedulius mentions ſome. 
copies that in his time read «To «715, the apoſtate ; Vid. Millii Projegom. _ 


2THESSALONDANS a Þ 
An. Chriſiĩ 


CERT. PARAPHRASE. Cant. 12. 


be revealed, the ſon of per. and there will appear in the world one, Chap. I,. 
4 —__— that ſhall deſerve emphatically to be cal- lth 
alteth himſelf above all chat led, The * man of fin, and ſon of perdition, 1 
is called Gop, or that is as being the head of that grand apoſtaſy, Wh 
worſhipped ; ſo that he as ſeducing men into fin, and leading them Wil 
Cop in the paths that will end both in his and ö 

their perdition. | 11a 
And this ſhall be an eminent and re- 4. 4 

markable part of his character, vi. that 
he. ſhall Er himſelf to oppoſe the true 
church and people of Gop, and exalt 
himſelf above ® all temporal magiſtrates, 
who are called gods upon earth, whether 
Prin- 


NOTES 


But, ſuppoſe that be not an authentic reading, by the ſcope of the ArosTLE's dif-- 
courſe in 420 place, it appears that te man of i, &c, | ſhould be at the head 
of the apoſtaſy. 

This (the y vg) apoſtaſy was to be from religion (and not a revolt from any 
civil government.) So ga ſignifies, Acts xx1. 21. and- vga, 1 Lim. 
iv. 1. and ven, Heb, iii. 12. And (not about civil government but) about re- 
ligion is the ArosrLE here ſpeaking. 

O avbewros © paging. 3 d, & , d ; theſe are Hebraiſms, and ſignify." 
4. moſt eminently aud notoriouſly wicked man, that ſpall periſh with a remark- 
able deſtruction. See Note on 1 Theft ii. 18. So [OR N On, children of 
unbelief, Deut. xxxi1. 20. H Ja, ve /on of death, 2 Sam. xii, 3. And Tois 
uzois F e&Telas, children. of diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2. which are phraſcs of the 
ſame kind with 6s U:& 4 aTeaaas, the ſon of perdition. See Jobi xvil- La. 

4. O einer © (ſcil. 73 Xewd, 1 Tim. v. 14.) Ve Oni re ne- 
vero, Ov Ste % dvſov is N valy Tx Os ws Oe xabiga, N wxruvie dat d- 
:71 di . This verſe | would tranſlate thus; Who oppoſerh himſelf to CHR. 
and exaltcth himſelf above all that is called a god, or an emperor, that he, in 
the very temple of Gon, may ſit upon his-throne as à god, hewitg that in re- 
ality he is a god: 

hat the ſame perſon is ſtill ſpoken: of, will cafily appear to one that reads- 
without minding the. diviſion into verſes, which rather interrupt the ſenſe : The 
man of ſin, &c. is evidently the 5 av]ixduw®;, &c. the antichrift, who exalts- 
himſelf fo proudly, Dan. vii. 213 25. and xi. 36. Rev. xiii. , 5,6, 7: and xvii. 6. 
m.'ET} T a4y0uevor O, above all that is called 4 992 80 Oi with- 
out the article does often. ſignify; and here tis evidently. diſtinguiſhed from - 
5 OO, the Gon, or zbe one true Gop. Who are meant by the perſons called 
gods, appears Pſal. Exil. 6G. Bæek. xxvill. 23 639, Dx. 34, 35+ * Cor- 
viii. 5. 4 
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Chap, I, princes, kings, or even the * emperor, Ga dtteth in the temple 


have as much power and authority, and 


that in the * temple of Gon, the very 
Chriſtian church it ſelf, under a pre- 
tence of ſpiritual power and dominion, 
he may * fit upon his throne, and reign 
as a temporal prince, ſhewing himſelf to 


To 
. NOTES. 


H c:Caoua, Or that is rworſbipped.] I ſhould rather render it, or an em 


peror'; tis true, F oeCacuaſor ſigniſies images, Wild. xv. 15. and v o:Cdouale, 


alrars, or ' objetts of religious <vorſpip, Acts xvii. 23. but Zee was then and 
had for ſome time been, the Greek name of the Cæſars, Ads xxv. 213 25. and 
xxvii. I. and not only ſo, but ZiCaope in this place is mentioned as explanatory 


of aey6pzroy GO, or rather as riſing higher, and intimating that the man f ſin 


would exalt himſelf not barely above ſuch as are commonly called gods upon 
earth, but even above the majeſty and dignity of the emperor himſelf, the high- 
elt of earthly. gods. Accordingly tis Zifacua, and not ECa7ue]e ; for there 
was then but one Cæſar, one emperor ;z though the gods, images, and altars 
among the Heatheus, were many; as are alſo the ſaints and angels invoked by 
the church of Rome, and the altars and images before which they worſhip. Per- 
haps St. Pau would have uſed the word Zicas it ſelf, but for a reaſon that 
will be given in a Note on ver. 6. though as he has joined it with <vhar is cal- 
led a god, I think he has directed us in what ſenſe to underſtand him. 

„% Eee & rade oe bez, for ov rd vad, Oc. So os eln, for ons, Mark ii. r. 
The Chriſtian church is called the teuple of God, or compared to a remple, 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 2 Cor. vi. 16. Eph. ii. 20, 21,22. 1 Zim. iii. 15. Heb. ili. 6. 
1 Pet. ii. 5,6, . And what is moſt remarkable, even in the revelation of St. 
John, that was written ſome years after the deſtruction of Feriſalem, and the 
temple there; we find him 2 of 5 va&- 58 Org, the temple of Gon, Rev. 
iii. 12. So that this expreſſion cannot neceſſarily reftrict the appearance of the 
man of ſin, &c. to Fudea, and to the remple of Gon there. | 

ede Ger, 45.4 God.] In ſeveral of the old MSS. verſions, and fathers, this 
is omitted. Twill not make a very great alteration in the ſenſe of this period, 
if it ſhould not be retained ; but I think it much niore probable that it ſhould 
he left out in many M8. and verſions, becauſe the word Oe occurs ſo often in 
this verſe, than that it ſhould be defignedly inſerted in others; eſpecially as they 
could ſerve: no purpoſe by it, nor could the ancients fee the beauty of it, as we 
may that have lived to ſee the accompliſhment ; and what further confirms this 
is, that ſome of them have retained «5, though they have omitted Orr, and placed 
4e before r in the next ſentence. See Dr. Mills on this place. . 

4 Kallicas, to fit upon bis throne ; ſo the word ſignifies, Rev. xvii. 15. and 


xviii J. anſwering to AW? P/a. ix. 4. and xxix. 10. and Cx. 1. Hrek. xxviii. 2. 


Zech. vi. 13. 4 
| 5. Ver. 
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of Gon, ſhewing himſelf to be really and actually none other than Gap. I. 
„ Remember ye not that e e 3 

when I was yet with you, Neither is this ay new revelation, or 5. 
I ys theſe things } any doctrine different from what I have 
6 And now ye know Whit 


o 


withholdeth, that he might 
be revealed in his time. 


formerly taught you: For you may re- | | 


member, that when I was with you at 


„ For. the myſtery of ini- Theſſalonica,” I told you that Chriſtianity | 
| quity Would Have various revolutions, and meet [ 
with various ſucceſs in different times and | 
places; and I acquainted you with this | 
myftery in particular, concerning 
the riſe of the man , fin, and the amazing | | 
progreſs of the apyftaſy. On . 
Nor need I again tell you what it is 6. M 

that * at, preſent hinders the appearing of 

this ſtrange power upon al ; becauſe 

you your ſelves know it, and tis impro- 

per for me to ſpeak out more plainly : 

But the power that at preſent hinders his 

appearance, dominion and grandeur, will 

continue to hinder, until the time ap- 

poinred. | Io 
I own that the * myſtery: of iniquity 7. 

does even now operate, and there is al- 


ready 


NOTES. 

50 Ver. 15. enen | ; | | 
6. Kal vov To x aſi or; ſcil. SCA, ſor that It was a perſon, and but one 
perſon, appears from his calling him à uu, verſe 5. x vor . viÞe]e 

ought to have been tranſlated, and ye know what now withbolderh. | 

hat the Roman emperor was the obſtructing r, was the opinion of many 

of the antient fathers, who lived before what I account the accompliſirment; 
and that it was fo, appears probable from St. Paur's covert and cautious manner 
of exprefling bimſelf. But if St. Joux, Rev. xii. 1 — 4, and xvii. 135316. 
$64 of what St. Pau here intended, this opinion will be greatly con- 
rmed. | bi] 
7. A myſtery is ſome truth as yet ſecret and hidden: When tis diſebvered, 
then it may be called, à revealed myſtery : And ſuch are the myſteries mention- 

ed in the New Teſtament ; but there it commonly fignifies, a revelation from 

Gopof ſome great event, rebating to the future ſlate of the Chriſtian uburch; <ohich 1 

aß i 
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ready ſomething of that * ſeducing, facti- quity doth already work -: 
ous, uncharitable and aſpiring ſpirit; but on he who, now letteth, 


this is ſecret and almoſt imperceptible, — he be taken 


and is nothing compared with what will And then ſhall that wick- b 

happen when the obſtructing power“ is ed one be rexealed, whom 

removed.; for then ſhall appear, I fay, aa, 28 "anger — 

in the very temple (or church) of Gop, F 8 

that notoriouſly deluſive and ſcandalouſly 

wicked power (whom the Loxp will 

indeed, at laſt, remarkably deſtroy, with 

the greateſt facility, as with the * breath 

of his mouth ; and will aboliſh his power 

Þy the brightneſs of his coming : * be- 
ore 


NOTES. 


awas-unknown to the world before, and immediately diſcovered to ArosrIxESs only, 
but by them to Chriſtians in general, to confirm and eſtabliſh them in faith and 
holineſs. | 

85 Pavr ſeems to have had more myſteries revealed unto him than any other 
of 1 unleſs we except St. Fohn. See the ingenious Afiſcel. Sac. 
Ef. II. p. 40. 

e. 1324. 1 John ii. 18, 19. and iv. 1, 2, 3. Marr. xxiv. 43 24. 
2 Tim. iii. 1——6,.&c. 2 Pet. ii. 1,2, &c. 3 John ver. 10. Jude ver. 8; 19. 

* Movby 6 x, οο, ſcil. I.. 

8. » This verſe from zv 5 xẽ,j-, Hg. whom rhe Loan will conſum?, &c. 
ought to be read in a parentheſis; or elſe the deſtruction, ver. 8. will be placed 
before his coming, and the manner of it, ver. 9. | 

* If we underſtand the breath of bis mouth, as the phraſe is ſometimes to be 
underſtood (Fob iv. 9. 1/2. xi. 4. Rev. ii. 16. compared) then it may denote 
the deſtruction of the man of ſin himſelf, by ſome ſignal and immediate divine 
judgment. Thus myſtical Babylon, Rev. xvili. 1 24. and the adulterous 
woman, Rev. xix. 2. and the beaſt, and the falſe propher, Rev. xix. 20. ſhall 
be deſtroyed. ; 

But if he ſpirit of the Loxn's mouth be here underſtood, as tis I/a. xi. 2. 
compared with Hof. vi. 5. Epb. vi. 17. then 'twill be explained by the next 
ſentence, and be almoſt ſynonymous with it; and both the ſentences taken toge- 
ther will intimate, that by the preaching of the pure golpe], in its brightneſs 
and evidence, the kingdom of darkneſs and wickedneſs will be overthrown. Com- 

are Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 8. | 

But if St. Paul and St. Joix propheſied of the ſame apoſtaſy, it ſhould ſeem 
that the head of the apoſtaſy will himſelf be deſtroyed with ſome ſignal judgment; 
but that his kingdom will be demoliſhed by the force of truth, and the clear 
and convincing evidence of the unmixed goſpel of Cuxisr. 


9. 4 la- 


2THESSALONITANS. 
TREAT. PARAPHRASE.. 


and ſhall ace wi 

bri ＋ of * com one 1s to be in a more fignal manner re- 
9. Aer che working of 8: vealed) whoſe * coming will be to erect 
TAN, with all power, and 4 1 of darkneſs and wickedneſs; 
figns, and lying wonders, and that by the moſt ſubtle and diaboli- 
10 And with all deeeivable- Cal Sorter 4 For he will even pretend to 


neſs of * al erect and fapport it (as the true 1 | 


them that peri 
they received not the love God is now actually erected and ſupporte 

| of 012.) by * figns and wonders and various 

miracles; though upon a more narrow 

ſearch and careful inſpection, they will 

be found to be lying wonders, i. e. only 


etended miracles, and mere ſhams and 


whe 23 

owever, © fo high will their preten- 
ſions to piety run, ſo cunningly will their 
falſe doctrine and miracles be contrived 
and diſguiſed, as well as powerfully and 


eagerly defended from too cloſe a ſcruti- 


ny, fuch rewards will they promiſe the 
obedient, and thunder out boch terrible 
things againſt the diſobedient that 
they will be ſufficiently able to delude, 


and farther to corrupt, ſuch diſſolute 


and unthinking perſons as are enemies to 
NOTES. 15 


9. Haęꝛo ie is uſed here becauſe it had been uſed in the 8th verſe: Tis, with 
St. Pavr, a very common way to uſe a word which had been juſt mentioned in 
a former ſentence, though frequently with ſome difference as to the ſenſe. 
Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. Matt. xxiv. 24. Rev.xiii. 13, 14. and xix. 20. Eph, 
Il, 2» 

10. Ey T«0y dmdTy © dd\ixzias. This is another Hebraiſin, and ſignifies that 
this apoſtate ſhould eſtabliſh his power by the moſt unrighteous cheats, and 
fraudnient methods imaginable : I have mentioned ſome few of them in the Pa- 
raphreſe s but all the deluſi ve arts and ſcandalous frauds, whereby they attempt 
ro make men religious, without virtue and piety, or to ſecure them hea- 
ven withour perſonal holineſs, or to damn the fincerely pious and virtuous, for 
not ſubmitting to them, are practices that come under the head of the deceiva- 


blenefs of unrighreouſneſs! D 11. 4 There 


52 
Claud. 12. 


with the fore thoſe divine judgments, that wicked Cp. Tt. 


9. 


10. 
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Chap. II. 


12. 


13. 
* 


| Ver 17 — 422. 


truth and holineſs, and glad of any plau- 
ſible and agreeable deluſion. 

As therefore they love not truth and 
virtue, but take up with a mere empty 


profeſſion of them; Gop will puniſh 


them in their own way, and* will permit 
this wicked power to exert the utmoſt 
efforts and moſt mighty energy of error, 
to lead them into lies and deluſions, of. 
which they will be ſo exceeding fond. 
And ſurely all ſuch will moſt juſtly be con- 
demned, who have hated the truth, and 
refuſed to receive and obey it; and, on 
the contrary have been pleaſed with falſe 
hood,.. becauſe-it ſupported them in their 
wickedneſs. 

As therefore ſo. ſignal an event, ſo ex- 


tenſive and durable an ap, is firſt to, 


happen; you need be. in na anxiety about. 
the ſpeedy coming of the day. f the Lox D! 
No, you have before you time ſufficient, 


to prepare for it ; and, above all, I would 
1 have you indanger all your, 


:hriftianity, by that diſappointment which, 
you. muſt, meet with, when ſuch a great 


event does not happen according to your 


. ER | 
ut (though ſuch as are careleſs and 


unconcerned, and much more the ene- 


VOTE S. 


11. There is no effectual preſervative 
bat the fincere love of truth and virtue. 
what are wilful and vincible.. 


mies. 
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EEXF. 


of the truth, that they might 
be ſaved. 

And for this cauſe Gop 11 
ſhall ſend them ſtrong de- 


luſion, that they ſhould be- 


lieve a lie: | 
That oy all might be x2 
damned, who believed not 
the truth, but had plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs. 
But we are bound to give 13 
thanks 


ogpiplt Gel and deſtructive errors, 
or 


will any errors prove fatal but 


* Prov, 1..29... 1 Kings xxu. 8; 21, 22. 2.Chron. xviii. 7... compared.. with 


Ferem. iv. 10. and 


vi. 13, 14. EZtk. xiv. 69. Matt. 


XXIV. 5 5 Ll; 24. Mark xiii. 5, 6. and xvi. 16. Rom. i. 21.3 243 283 32. 
2 Cur. iv. 3, 44, 1 Tim. iv. 1. 2 Tm. ii. 16, 17, 18, 19. Rev. ix. 4. and Xii. 8. 


Ig. f 
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thanks alway to Gop for mies to truth and holineſs ſhall juſtly Gg. N. 


, brethren, beloved of the - 
aer be condemned) we think our ſelves 


fom bound * conſtantly to thank and praiſe 
OUR GooD GopD upon your account, as 

ou are Chriſtian brethren * dearly be- 
lovely us, and even by the Lord Ix- 

sus CHRIST himſelf : For Gop not only 
determined of old, to take the penitent 
Gentiles into the Meſiab's kingdom, but 

he alſo choſe you as che firſt fruits of 
"Sm Macedo- 


NOTES. 


we f AN that he had ſaid from chap. i. 4. to this place, was gently flid into, 
as if it had been only a digreſſion; and, having, as it were by the by, infinua- 
ted what he chiefly intended to ſay, how handſomely does he wind up his dif- 
courſe, and (as returning to chap. i. 4.) thank Gop again for the faith and ſted- 
faſtneſs of the Theſſalonians, which would end in their ſalvation, though fo ma- 


ny would be led away, and periſh in the go apoſta[y g 

Hereby he ſoftened the terrible things which he had ſaid of the man of ſin, and 
fon of 1 &c. and intimated in a moſt admirable and opportune manner, 
that would not prove apoſtates; and peculiarly his . heſulonia converts 
would eſcape ſuch delufions, and the condemnation that would follow. See like 
inſtances of his addreſs, Rom. viii. 8, 9. Eph. iv. 19, 20. Phil. 1.6. Heb. vi. 
8, 9. and x. 38, 39. 

par wo i. 4. : bir ant, (1.5 From ade 

Ar dN, from t inning, ] may eit ify, (r.) From the begin- 

ning of the preaching of = gof] 25 and planting the Chriſtian church in the 
world ; as it appears to fignify, 1 John i. i. and ii. ); 13, 14; 24. and ili. I. 
and 2 John ver. 5, 6. Or, (2.) It may ſignify, From rhe beginning of the world ; 
as it does, 1 John iii. 8. 

For Gop had determined to take all the penitent Gentiles into the h's 
kingdom (not only from the firſt planting of the 1 as was intimated by ſe- 
veral of oux Loa p' parables, but alſo) before the goſpel diſpenſation commen- 
ced, as the Old Teſtament prophets had often foretold. And, if we allow the di- 
vine preſcience, we may reaſonably conclude this to have been a -_ of the ori- 
ginal plan of the Meſſiah's kingdom. St. Px rex therefore might well ſay, that : 
were choſen according to the foreknowledgeof Gon the Father, —  ſanfiification 
af the ſpirit unto obedience of the goſpe], Sc. 1 Pet. i. x, 2. which is like the ex- 

ion here in the text. And St. Pavr alſo might as juſtly tell the Chriſtians 

in Aſia, that had been idalatrous Gentiles, that they had been choſen in Cagisr 

Jesus (ary lac xoous) before the foundation of the world, that they ſhould 

be holy and without blame before him in love, Eph. i. 4, 5- And indeed, theſe 

expreſſions are ſo very like to this in the text, that I am dubious whether we 
ought not to-underſtand this place in 3 ſame ſenſe. 8 
2 „ 


27 


28 2THESSALONITANS. 


a PARAPHRASE TEXT. 
Chap. Il. Macedonia, properly ſo called, and (that Cam the beginning . 


not in order to your periſhing with the | 
careleſs: and the wicked, but) that you 


might 
NOTES. 


However, I will mention another interpretation (which pleaſes me much, 
and does not feem wholly improbable) gas leave the reader to chuſe which he 
thinks to be moſt agreeable to the ArxosrTLE's defign. 

Either, (1,) lapgeſe ar dexns to 97080 the ſame thing with & dy" v 
weY YEAR, in the beginnin of the 7 „Phil. iv. 15. by which St. Paul did 
not mean the beginning of the gol in the world, but the beginning of it among 
them of Macedonia, then fo cal 8 or. | 

(2.) Suppoſe we follow the reading of ſeveral MSS. and verſions mentioned by 
Dr. Mills, i. e. 476m, or 4T4gx as, in one word, which by ignorant or carc- 
leſs tranſcribers might caſily be miſtaken, and written in two wards, A devs. 
Then the AposTLE's meaning would be,. We ought to praiſe Con inceſſantly, 
* becauſe he has choſen you Theſſaloni ans, from the beginning of the goſpel, or 

as the firſt fruits, 5. e. of that province: For Philipps did nat anciently be- 
long to Macedonia. 

Agrecably to this ſenſe of the words, we find it mentioned, to the honour of 
Fpe -erus, and the houſhuld of Sephauus, that they were the frſt fruits of 
Haig, Rem. xvi 5. 1 Cor. xiv. 15. | | 

This interpretation wall naturally lead us back to he hiſtbry prefixed to t he for. 
mer epiſtle, p. 1. where tis obſerved (from Ac7s xvi. 6, Cc, * That St. Pavr, 
© in his ſecond apoſtolic journey, having got as far as Galatia. had a deſign ſirſt 
eto have gone into the 88 Aſia, and afterwards into Bithywia, to have 
** planted the goſpel there; but by a divine impulſe he was ordered to deſer go- 
ing to either of them: Aud arriving at Troas, he had in the m__ a viſion ; 
* a man in the habit of a Macedouian ſeemod to approach him, and in the . 
© gedνan dialect to ſpeak to him, and beg of him t go and inftrut them ; 
« for probably the all-comprehending wiſdom of Gop ſaw that things were then 
i riper for planting the goſpel in Macedonia, than they yet were in the procon- 
po 8 5 4 or in ifi ni,. And — — Arosrtx went, attended 
« 'by Silvanus and 7 imathy, and then planted the goſpel there ”. See Note on 

chap. i. 5. of this eie. | Ach 

o that the TeHfalonians, by an immediate direction from heaven, had the 

goſpel more exrly than ſeveral other places. And they had the fingular honour 

of 3 the firſt fruits in that province ; ſo that from them ſounded out the 
everlaſting goſpe] in the adjacent Countries of Macedonia and Acbaia. See 

1 Thel. 1. S. and the Paraphraſe and Note upon that place. |; | 

But their carly converſion, and their being honoured with propagating the gol- 

* in the neighbouring countries, was not all: But (as they had plainly teſti- 

d 


the extraordinary probity of their minds, by ſo readily and cheartully recei- 
ring the goſpe], _ its firlt appearance in that province, and that notwith- 
prejudice againſt it, and the many and great bis: +4 ; 


ſtanding the genera 
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you to ſalvation, through might obtain this great ſalvation by that Chap. U. 


fanctiſieation of the Spirit, i holineſs which the goſpel requires, 


belt ofthe aalen on Which holineſs muſt be founded upon 8 


by firm belief of the truth of chis excellent 
religion. 
And to theſe exceeding great privile- 


ges Gor has called you of Theſalonica, 
by my goſpel in particular (for unto me 


NOTES. 


that were likely to attend the profeſſion of it As they had: thus evidently 


manifeſted a moſt excellent diſpaſition they had bably, what the AvogrLy - 
w, be ſpirir, Rom. viii. 2g, f. e, 

b piritual gifts. For ſo the firſt fruits, or te 

es which the Arosr EE made in any place, feem generally to 


calls 7hy «T&(y0v 7% Trevue]Cr, rhe Yutts of t 

the choiceſt and greateſt plenty of d - 4 

moſt early Aiſcipl 

have had. | : 
As every thing was managed, in the old creation, with the moſt exaft hate 

mony and proportion; ſo were they in the newv creation : For the ArasrLEs, 


who were the rſt fruirs in the higheſt ſenſe, or the moſt early converts to Chrt- 


ſtianity, had the fruits of the Spirit, . e. the choicelt ſpiritual gifts, and the - 


greateſt plenty. | 
So alſo, perhaps, it was in proportion with the firſt fruits both of the dem 


and idolatrous Genriles. And in or particular province, the firſt church ſeems + 


to. have been honoured with the and the choiceſt gifts in that province. 


In this view, compare the church at Zeruſaler with the churttics in Fudes, 


Samaria, and Galilee ; and the hints which we have concerning the churches 
at the two Antiochs, Epheſus, Corinth, and Rome, with reſpect to the fur- 
rounding churches. . | 5 


Yea, the firſt converts in _ icular church appear (ceteris paribus) to 
a 3 


have had the greateſt honour and the choiceſt gifts in that fingle church; and ac- 
cordingly the biſhops and deacons were commenly choſen out of them. 
Thus Clemens Romanus (the companion of St. Paur) in his excellent epi/tle 


ro-the Corinthians, ſect. 42. ſays, The ArosTLEs have preached to us from 


« the Logy Jesvs Cukisr, J£svs Curnsr from Gon. Curisr therefore _ 
« was ſent by Gon, the ArosTLEs by Cyrisr. So both were orderly {ent e- 
« cording to the will of Gon. For the AxosTLEs having received their commands, 


8 


having a full aſſurance through the reſurrection of our Loxp Iusus CSN 
« and faith in the word of Gop, and a fulneſs of the holy Spirit, they we 
« abroad publiſhing the goſpel of the kingdom that was to come; and preach- 


52. 
Claud. 12, 


29 
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14. 


— — — — — — 


« ing through countries and cities, ny appointed the firſt Fruits of their unver- 
« fions to be i/hops and deacons over ſuch as ſhould afterwards believe, having 


<« firſt proved them by the Spirit. 


i 1 Pet. i. 2. Rom. viii. 1. Epb. i. 2,4. 1 Theſſ. Iv. 1.7, and v. 8, 9; h 


2 Pet. i. 5 10. Rev. xxi. 27. and xx11. 14. 3 
Sce Preface to 1 Theff. verſus finem, and Note (5) on 1 Theſſ. ii. 12 
I 


14. 1 RW. 
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Claud. 12. 
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Chap. II. has this great favour been 2 that I by our goſpel, to the obtain- 


15. 


ſhould have the firſt diſcovery of the 28 of the glory of our Lox» 
Fesuvs CRIST. 


terms upon which the idolatrous Gentiles * Therefore, brethren, ſtand 1,5 
ſhould be received into the Chriſtian faſt, and hold the traditi- 
church, as welt as a particular meſſage ons which ye have been 
to go and preach the goſpel among you taught, 


of Macedonia) and that to this great end 


and purpoſe, that you ſhould finally ob- 
tain ſalvation, even that tranſcendent 


glory and felicity, which the Lok p 


JzsUs CHRIST, at his coming, will be- 
ſtow upon all his ſincere and faithful diſ- 
ciples ; how nigh or how diſtant ſoever 
the time of his coming may be. | 
As therefore you have ſuch well 
grounded hopes, and ſuch an aſſured 
proſpect of glory and felicity with him 


who is the head of all: Let not any bold 


pretences, or weak miſtakes, unſettle or 
diſturb you; but continue firm and ſted- 
faſt in the profeſſion, faith, and practice 
of Chriſtianity, and in a patient ſuffer- 
ing for righteouſneſs ſake, adhering cloſe- 
ly to the doctrine which you have re- 


ceived from us, whether by our diſ- 


courſe, 


NOTE Ss. 


14 * Rom. viii. 17. 1 Theſſ v. 9. John xiv. 3. 
15. 1 Cor. xi. 2. and xvi. 13. Phil. iv. 1. 1 Thefſ. v. 21. ver. 3; 6. of this 


chapter, and chap. iii. 6. 


If one could be equally certain of the truth and authentickneſs of any other 

ical traditions, as of thoſe contained in the writings of the ArosTLEs ; 
ey would undoubtedly deſerve a great regard. But after the ArosrTLEs bad 
ached by inſpiration, they wrote their doctrines (or rraditions) under the 


eonduct of the ſame infallible ſpirit, and that very much to prevent the Chriſti- 


ans being impoſed upon by other, and falſe traditions. 

And indeed, all other traditionary doctrines and ſchemes of religion, beſides 
what we have in — rank which are the only true apoſtolical traditions, have 
(by being ſwallowed, by many, without examination, or impoſed upon all by 5 

rerna 
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> 93 
taught, whether by word, or courſe, whilſt we were at Theſſalonica, Chap. Il. 


= Fm et by the letter which we have fince 


Crx1sr himſelf, and Gop WITOte to you. 1337 
even our Father, which hath And may our Lord JEsus CuRIST 16. 


3 — _— 2 ere e God, owes 2 Father, ber 
a has loved us in a ve nal manner, and 
5 „ has * manifeſted bad 8 moſt conſpicu- 
:7 Cornfort your hearts, and ouſly, by giving us ſuch comfortable 
I a ea good hopes, and ſo entertaining a proſpect, as 
C that of a glorious reſurrection to eternal _ 
happineſs May thoſe great and ex- 17. 
cellent perſons (I 425 in whom you 
hope and truſt, comfort your hearts un- 
der your · darkeſt proſpects in this world, 
and eſtabliſh you in every * good doctrine 
and practice, againſt all the miſtakes of 
weak perſons, or deluſions of impoſtors! 


N. OT ES. 


' ternal force) been found, by frequent and fatal experience, to do more harm 
than good; and to bury, under an heap of rubbiſh, that ineſtimable pearl of the 
pure and unmixed Chriſtian revelation, : 

16. » Rom. v. 5— 10. Eph. ii..4——$. 1 Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. 1 Pet. I. 3. 
17. » Ver. 15. 1Thefſ. iii; 13. 2 TH iii. 3, 4. 1 Per. v. 10. 


SECT IV. 
The 2d Parr of this Epiſtle... 
Chap. ili. Ver, I=—=5. 
C. O NT ENT S.. 
IE now proceeds to wind up this epiſtle, and (as. he had ſo | 


often and fo ardently prayed for them). He, in this Section, | 
begs their prayers for him and hisfellow-labourers in-the goſpel⸗ i 


Ari And (as having upon his mind a continual ſenſe of their di- 
1 ſtreſſes) he again intimates, that under all their diſcouragements, 
they ought to remember, that though ſo many of mankind would 
Chap. III. prove faithleſs, the Lox Jesvs CHRISTH would | wt faichful, 
and him they ought to imitate, obey, and depend upon, as well 

as patiently to wait for his ſecond coming. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT 


11. Paving finiſhed the main deſign of this Finally, brethren, pray: 
my ſecond epiſtle, I would repeat for us, that the word 

/ of the Loap may have 

particulars which I mentioned in ee courſe, and be glori- 

the former, and which the ſtate of your fied, even as it is with you; 


church does ſtill but too much want. Ae. * we way by * 
. ere m unreaſonable 
In the firſt P lace (as we ceaſe not to and wicked men: for all 


pray for you, chep. ii. ult.) I deſire that 3 
you, in your prayers, would be mindful | 

of me and my fellow-labourers, particu- 
larly Silvanus and Timothy, that we may 
be a publick bleſſing to the world, by 
ſpreading the goſpel * with ſwiftneſs and 
ſucceſs, that it may run into every coun- 
try and nation, and be as readily imbra- 
ced, as honourably eſteemed, as ſincere- 
ly believed, and as carefully practiſed, 
2. as tis among you at Thefſalonrca ; and 
that we our ſelves may be delivered 
from the power of perverſe and malici- 
ous men, particularly the * unbelieving 
 Fews, of whoſe virulence towards us for 
preaching the Chriſtian doctrine, you your 

ſelves have in part been eye ä ; 

| fer 


NOTES. 


1. 2 T2 xorrdr, finally.) Sec Note (4) on 1 Thefſ. iv. 1. 

4 Matt. ix. 37, 38. Eph. vi. 19. Col. iv. 3,4. 1 Thepſ.v. 25. 

r Se Note on c Wp. i. 4. 5 | 

d. © As xiii. 455 30. and xiv. 25 5319. and xvii. 5 ; 13, and xxi. 27, 28, c. 
and Nui. 32, Cc. Rom. xv. 30, 31. 1 Zhefſ, ii. 34, 15, 16 18. | 


t Matt. 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE g 


men have not faith. for, though you are ſo wiſe and happy Gp. UL.” 


3 But the Logo is faithful, : . 
bo - ſhall Rabliſh yeu, 48. f be influenced * by ir, yet all men 


and keep you from evil. will not be perſwaded to imbrace the 
4 And we have confidence doctrine of the goſpel *, and ſincerely 
in the Loan —_—_ your obey it. But, though men prove faith- 3. 
that\ ye. both do an * leſs and wicked, and perſecute, or de- E 


ceive us, or you, never ſo much; let not 
this diſcourage you; for the Lokp Jxsus 
CHRIST 1s * faithful, who-will (if you 
make conſcience of perſevering in his 
ways) eſtabliſh you in your Chriſtianity, 
and finally preſerve you from the power 
and malice of the evil one, and all his 
wicked inſtruments. | 
And we have that opinion of you as 4. 
* Chriſtians, that you will do ſo, and 
that the things which we have recom- 
: mended, 


NOF E S. 


Matt. xi. 25. John iii. 18 — 21, and vii. 17. Acts ii. 40, 41. and xiii. 48. 
and xxviii. 24, 25. Rom. x. 16. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

» Whether he here referred to the unbelieving eus, who (when they ought 
to have incouraged and aſſiſted him in promoting the knowledge of the true Gop) 
rejected the goſpel themſelves, and treacherouſly and maliciouſly ſed him 
in the ſpreading of it among others: Or, to ſuch Fal/e Chriſtsans as he hinted at 
when he ſaid, That rhe myſtery of iniquity was then working; cannot 
certainly be determined. I think the former more probable, it we conſult the 
texts mentioned in Note (*) on this verſe, and der alſo what treatment he 
and his companions had lately met with from the unbelieving Far f both at 
Tyeſſalonica and Corinth ; and what they had {till juſt reaſon to fear from their 
rancor and ungoverned zeal. 

3. See Note on chap. ii. 9. and Note (o) on 1 Theff. v. 10. As to the 
import of this verſe, ſee 1 Cor. i. 8, 9. and x. 13. 1 Theff. iii. 11 and v. 23, 24. 

Y *AmTo 7% Townes, from the evil one.] The Hebrews commonly ſpeak of the 
Devil as the ſource and author of all evil (and of Gop, as the author of all that 
is good :) And when they would deſcribe any =o evil in a molt emphatical 
manner, they mention the . himſelf. See Note on 1 T heff: Ii. 18. and Matt. 
vi. 13. John xvil. 15. 1 John v. 18, 19. 

4. * HIsxoi b e xveip tg" vuds, See the Paraphraſe, and chap. ii. 15. 
2 Cor. vii. 16. Gal. v. 10. 1 Theſſ. iv. 9, 10. and v. 11. See alſo Note on 
chap. 1. 4+ 
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. 


Chap. 111, mended; you both practiſe alfeady, and do the things which we com- 


1 7 


will continue to practiſe. mand you. a 
And may * Jssus CHRIST E 3 

ditect your hearts mere and mofe to Gop, and inte the patient 

love and obey Gor, and patiently to ſuf- waiting for CURIr. 

fer for CHRIST 's ſake at 22 as well 

as patiently to wait for his ſecond com- 

ing, How nigh or how diſtant ſoevet᷑ that 

ſolemin day may be! | 


N OT E S. | 
5. 1 Chron. Sik. 19, 19. 1 Theſ: i. 3. and iii. 6; 13. and iv. 1. and 


V. 23. 


b Ppil. iii. 20, 21. 1 Thefſi i, 10, and it. 118. 2 Theſſ. i. 7; 19. 2 Per. 
ii. 13. Rep. i. 9. 8 


ET” = A * 8 1 1 


. 
. * r * you , 


SECT: . 
Chap. iii. 616. 
CONTENTS. 


T. PAyt Had (1 7% iy. 11, 12.) ordered the idle perſons 
among them to work, and maintain themſelves in a credita- 
manner. 

As his directions had not been complied with, but (inſtead of 
fefdrming) they Were rather grown worſe; he here repeats what 
ke had there ſaid, rebuking, with more ſeverity, ſuch idle and. 
officious perſons, a were a ſcandal to Chr:/tianty, and trouble- 
ſome in evil ſoelety. 


2THESSALONIANS, 


TEXT. 


5 Now we command ou, 


brethren, in che name of 


our Loan fas Chats, 
that ye withdraw your felves 
from every brother that 
walketh diſorderly, and net 
after the tradition which he 
received of us. 

7 For yourſelves know how 
ye ought to follow us: for 
we behaved not our ſelves 
diſorderly among you, 

8 Neither did we cat any 
mans bread for nought ; but 

wrought 


Ver. 11 1 Rom 
. . 6. and 
x. ult. and Xi. x. Zph. 


to depart, though never ſo 


35 
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 PARAPHRASE g 
Another thing which we think our Gp. Al. 


ſelves obliged to preis witch all imzagina- 
ble earneſtneſs, is this ; 

We have heard, chat the idle and of- 
ficious buſy- bodies among you, are not 
reformed by our admonitions, but ra- 
ther growa worſe; as therefore they will 


not be perſwaded to amend, and peace». 


ably imploy themſel ves in ſome 
and lawful buſineſs, -——— We charge the * 
reſt of you, by the love and authority af 
our LORD Jesus CuRIsT, that you 
would abſtain from all free converſation 
and familiar ſociety with them, and io 
reſtify co che world your diſlike of ſuch a 


behaviour; for you ought by no means to 


countenance chem in cheir looſe and dil- 
orderly life; a life, ſo directly contrary 
to che cules and directions which you re- 
ceived from us! | 

Nor ought the Chriftian name to ſuf- 
fer upon this account, for you your 
ſelves know very well that our * example 
led you to no ſuch thing; no, we did 
not live irregularly among you, eating 
any man's bread without paying him for 
it, or efficiouſly prying into other peo- 


ple's 


NOTES. 
iv. x1, 46. and v.44 A xvii. 24, « Tow. 


1 The. 

I rhe 11. 

on off. v. 12. and Nate an v. 48. and Nate (“)] on v. 27+ 

ul. 2). 1 Cor. v. 5 45 3. 2 Jobs ver. 10. 

ii. 9, 10. compared with 19. 1. £ Cor. iv. 12, 46, and 

7.4 

gr iraxſnod dp, 08 did 
or marching 1n their 


2 ranks, out of which tis a great uregularity 


nat go aut aur rank.} An alluſion to ſoldiers 


E 2 | 8. As 


MN 
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Chap. III. ple's affairs; but, with hard labour and wrought with labour and 
great fatigue, and in the midſt of reſt- **!. 2 and day, that 
ſs and malicious enemies, we worked for Dy \ fro 2 _— 
an honourable ſubſiſtence, day and night, Not becauſe we have not 9 
diligently and almoſt inceſſantly: And power, but to make our 
this we did that we might not be bur- fel gilan enfample unto you 
denſome to any man, nor incourage any E 176 For 
of you from our example, in a lazy and 
ſcandalous manney to devour other peo- 
9. Ple's ſubſtance. Though our caſe, in- 
deed, differs very much from that of the 
idle perſong. among you; for I could, 
by my apoſtolic: power. and authority, have 
demanded a maintenance; and as to my 
companions alſo, the maxim holds good, 
the labourer is worthy of bis hire. 
Bur we gave up our own juſt claims, 
to cut. off all pretences to ſuch a life 
from our example, and worked in that 
aſſiduous manner on purpoſe to ſhow you 
how you ought to imploy your ſelves. 
Pe ef For 


NOTES. 


8. W.Achg xvii. 3. and xviti. 3. and xx. 34. 1 Cor. ix. 15, Oc. 2 Cor. xi. 23, 
Sc. and xi 13. 1 7. ii. 6, 73.9. See Note (v) on 1 Theſe. ii. 9. and the 
Notes on Philem. ver. 18, 19. | | . 

9. | Mart. x. 10. Luke x. 7. 1 Cor. ix. I=———14 LT heff. ii. 610. 
St. Pavr would not here leave room for any perſon to infinuate (as we find his 
enemies did at Corinth, 1 Cor. iu. 1, Cc.) that he knew himſelf not to be an 
apoſtle of Jzgvs Cnr1sr, and therefore he abſtained from taking or demand- 
ing any thing from their church, mercly.for want of ſuch:an apoſtolic power. But 
ſo heartily concerned was he to ſpread Chriſtianity, and ſo cautious and prudent 
in order to do it in the molt effectual manner, that he. refuſed a maintenance in 
the rich city of Carinth ; am thereby prevented the Falſe apoſile s demanding an 
-thing under the pretext of his example. And by maintaining himſelf at 2, te. 
ſalonica, the metropolis of Macedonia, he prevented the idle Chriſtian brethren 
» 1 tho example of their EAT ArosTLE, in defence of their 

>. 

%. Ty7o, 4 pattern.] See Note on 1 Tbeſſ i. 2. 


11. Hence 


2 TH ESSALONTLAN&. 


TEXT. 


10 Foreven when we were 
with you, this we command- 
ed you, that if any would 
not work, neither ſhould he 
cat. 

11 For we hear that there 
arc ſome which walk among 
you diſorderly, working not 
at all, but are buſy- bodies. 

12 Now them that are ſuch, 
we command, and exhort 
by our LoxpD Jzsvs Cur — 

that 


11. Hence it appears 


PARAPHRASE. 


For when we were at Theſſalanica, we Chap. III. 


obſerved ſomething of this humour in 
ſome of you, and. therefore we then 
charged you, not to maintain in idleneſs 
any of your fraternity that ſhould re- 
fuſe (when they are able) to maintain 
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10. 


themſelves in an honeſt and reputable 
way: But, though we gave you ſuch 


orders when we were with you, and have 
ſince wrote to you and repeated the in- 
junction. yet we underſtand, after 
all, that there are ſome among you, who 
ſtilk live in a looſe and diſorderly man- 
ner *, neglecting their own proper buſi- 
neſs, and going about tatling from houſe 
to houſe, and officiouſly medling with 
other people's affairs, in which they have 
no manner of concern: 

Now, ſuch perſons we once more 
charge and exhort by the love and au- 
thority of our Lord Jes CHRIST, 
that rhey would nor ſpend their time 
ſo: idly, being a burden to the ſoci- 
ety, and bringing a:ſcandal upon Chri- 
ſtianity, which ftrictly injains all the du- 
ries of ſocial life, and the greateſt pru- 
dence in ſuch. as profeſs it, eſpecially up- 

on 


NOTES. 


church, fince his former letter: Thereby he found that they had miſunderſtood 


him about CuRISTHSs coming 


; and that the idle perſons were yet unreformed. 


I'd: 


12. 


that St. Pau. had had an account of the ſtate of this 


Without ſuch an information he would hardly have wrote a ſecond letter ſo 


ſoon ; for (as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe) he 


{aid in the firſt all that the 


then ſtare of this church required. 


n NN igyaCopires ANG fhertgyaloutrove, ' not working, but [a 
£5 buſy-bodies ;) So the words fi a 
well as idle perſons ; and inde 


another. 


; therefore I have called them 0 


about 
: JOS as 
theſe two vices frequently accompany one 


X Th.” There 
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52. 


Cloud, 13. PARA HRA E. TEXT. 


27TH ESS ALONILA NS 


Chop. III. on 415 2 E © played is any place: that with quictneſs they 


13. 


= therefore 'beſcech and charge them, —— and cat their own 
that in a pesceable manner they would K 
ſtay at home, and work at their own — NInnns nes 
proper imployments, doing ſomething Aud if any man obey not 14 
that may turn $0 the good of che com- word by this epiſtle, 
munity, providing for chemſelves and 15 
their families, in à lawful and decent 
manner, and chus adoru chat religion 
which of late they have profeſſed. 

For I bope, my brethren, that you 


Will none ot you ever ceaſe to be indu- 


ſtrious, as long as you arc able to do any 
thing 3 or ever be * weary of doing good 
to the indigent and de rving 3 ough 
the looſe and idle are unworthy of your 


_ liberaliy, 


14. 


But if any of your church ſhould be 


ſo fooliſh and obſtinate as not to obey 


this our 3 Jepeated order; be r 


NOTES. 


te. Phere was do danger of the 7'he/ſalonigns forgetting that Chriſtians 
had been lately planted among them, whep St. oe were theſe t iter 
and chereſere he has not mentioned chat cirqumftance ; but as we are apt to for- 
get it, I have ipſorted it more than once g dr it was actually a very material 
cireumftance, which we ought to keep in our minds, rhrou¹ε.ν both rhe epiſtles, 
we would put our ſelves in the very fituation, in which the 7 hegalowians 
were, when the ArosTLE wrote $0 


© Gen, iii. 19. Epb. iv. 28. -x Theſf. iv. 11, 12. 


13. Ga]. vi. 9. Fu | 
Ig. 4 Wherher the ArosTLEs had any particular orders from the Logy in ſuch 
6 alley caſe as this, or knew, ſrum the light ot nature, and the general ſcheme 
f Chriſtianity, that idleneſs, and every vice deſerved reproof, is not very material: 
{ think the litter is moſt probable. But (however that be) the Arosrzs were 
the only perſons that gave commandments or orders immediately from the Lonp 
Journ -uRIST, Aatf. x. 40. Fohn xvii. 6, 1,83 14 ; 26. and xx. 24. 1 Cor. 
ii. 6 105 * und J: hs Len 2 Pet. 111, 2; Po of 3 
evan an hets) received command ts me Arosr 2 
— them 10 01 world, 2 Tim. il. 2. od Hf 14. 0 


Ses Note () on 1 Te. iv. S. and Aiſcel. Sac. Eff. i. p. 85. and Eg: in — 
I c 


15 
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WW 
note that mam, and have nd ſet à mark of diſgrace pot! that man, Chap. It. 
 compaity ach bien, that e and have tio intimacy wiel him, that by 


may be aſhamed, , 25 an vor Niels and fiance, and by hie being 


enemy, but admoniſh hin: as "twere' diſowned by your ſociety, he 
as a brother. may be brouglit to ſhame and repentance. 


16 Now the Lon p of peace Bot 1 would not, by all this, be nt 


unielt give you pence at derſt6od t& mean, that f would have you 


tteat him as an enemy, and never come 
nigh hit, nor permit him upon any o- 
caſion, to come nigh any of you; 
No, this would be carrying the matter 
too far z for as long as there is any hopes 
of reclaiming. him, I would have you 


converſe with him ſo far as to admionifty- 


Him of his fault, and treat him as # 
brother Chriſtian, with as much affection 
and rendernefs as the caſe weill bear. 

And may the Lord Jesus CHRIST 


himſelf, who is the author of peace, 


and lover of concord, grant, that 1uch as 
N reprove 


NOTES. 


Some would have the comma placed aſtet᷑ judy, and read = dene verre 
eu n, rake notice of him by an epiſtle, i. e. they were to write about ſuch a 
ſon to the ArOoSTLE. 3 
For tis alledged that onuerw 34 $f Cmroxns, is a more uſual phraſe than alyw n 
$1} &menas ; and that onuet cs fl8fiifics (not io brand dbu Men. but) 18 ſhow, . 
declare, or give notice. In deference to the great mem that have thus pointed, 


and interpreted this phraſe, I will alledge what a to me, at pteſent, as - 
obje tions; (1.) Though onuenae Ji empoats,, AN this (or it) by an chile, 


may be a proper phraſe ; yet #} ve Ae fomfy bom by an 


þs be, 
is not ſo proper. (z.) Why may we not Sr. Pa vt. to uſe XI) i hi 


Scene, as well as rds dg t I gone nw, cbap. ii. 15. (z.) The ar- 
ticles are expreſſed in both places, Tl adyw 54) d e as if he had de- 
figned to ſay, T bis our order (in, or) by this very epiſtte: And (4.) Twas a very 
common thing for our Logo and the aps/les, to give orders that the obſtinate and 


incortigible ſhould, by the churches, be marked with infamy, and avoided, +. 


Marr. xviti. 17. 1 Cor. v. 9 5115 13: Nom. xvi. 17. 2 Fob ber. 10 


15. Lev. xix. 1. 2 Cor. il. J. and x. G. and xiii. 10. 1 Theff. v. 14. Vr. iii . 


16. * Sto Nete (7) on Te v. 23. 
u EY 


15. 


16. 


cnt... PARAPHRASE. TEXT 


Chop. Il. reprove may do it with prudence and ways, by all means. The 
tenderneſs; and that ſuch as are tre- Lon p be with you all. 
proved may take it kindly, and thereup- 
on retorm! and that you may always, 
and on every fide, have a well-ground- 
ed and ſettled peace in your church, as * 
well as all other bleſſings! And may he > 
always be with you all, to guide, direct, 
preſerve and bleſs you abundantly ! 


NOTES. 


u Ex a rer, by all means.) In ſeveral MSS. and verſions, tis & Tas]! 
Tory, in every place; (which the Greeks, and particularly Chr y/oſtome explains 
by Terlexi0} As it follows, dia ra, it ſeems to be the true reading, and to 

anſwer to the common phraſe; ſemper & ubiqz i. e. always and every where. 


4 


SECT. VL 
The CONCLUSION. 
Chap. iii. Ver. 17, 18. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


17. Though hitherto I have diftated, The falutation of Pavr 17 
and another has wrote for me; yet with mine own hand, on 
this that follows is the ſalutation of 
me PAUL with mine own hand ; and 
I write it in this particular manner, that 
you may always know it; for ſo * I write 

in 


17. * 1 Cor. xvi. 2 1. Col. iv. 18. compare with this verſe, chap. ii. 2. Twas 
always his cuſtom to write his name thus at the concluſion of his epiſtles : But 
as they bad not ſufficiently attended to his writing it ſo in the concluſion of the 


Former epiſtle, and he was a little ſuſpicious of their being deluded by forged 
| epiſties : 


2THESSALONIANS. 4 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. gn. 


YR 
2 8 epiſtle: in the concluſion of all my 8 In, 
E33 forged letters being 1 ed 
prevent an g impo 
18 Pb ng ay pp upon — * Chriſtians under my | 
all. Amen. name. And, if you have received any | 
letter as mine, wherein tis aſſerted that 
the day of the Lord is Juf at band ! you 
will find that it wants this mark and at- 
teſtation of its being genuine; and there- 
fore you will know how little tis to be 
regarded. c | 
May the favour of our Logp Jesus 18. 
_ Caritsr, and all the bleſſings that flow 
from his love, be granted unto you all, 
and that abundantly. Amen. | 


NOTES. 
epiſtles : He now not only writes his name ſo, but likewiſe tells them that that 


was a mark of diſtinction. See Appendix to Philemon, p. 34. 
18. See Note on 1 T v. 28. . 


The End of the EIS TL. 
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TION I. 
2THESSALONIANS15. 
Concerning the kingdom of Go p, Oc. 


3 4 
- 


| "  ..., Aging Th Dis, nap is by veel. 
'Tis an inſtance of the impartial judgment of Gop, that you were 
accounted worthy of THE KINGDOM or GOP, for which you 


tures had Gop for their head and king, and paid him 
a voluntary ſubjection: They therefore might juſtly be 
called, THE KINGDOM oF Go. - 

By revelation we are informed, that ſome of God's reaſonable _ 
ereatures, called angels, apoſtatized from Gop, and ſet up the 
head of that apo/taſy, as another king, lord, or chief ; voluntarily 
acknowledging his ſupremacy: And that he, or one of his apo-. 
ate ſubjects, drew man over to their party. 

The merciful. Father of the univer/e (though he turned him 
out of Parauiſe, and reduced him to à ſtate of mortality, by ba- 
niſhing him from the free of life, yet) took a method to recover 
man to his allegiance, and to reſtore all ſuch as will comply, to 

their happineſs and immortality, or to the inberitance of eternal 

———————————— 
yea ſome of mankind have all along complied, and others re- 
fuſed to comply, there have, from the firſt ages, been two heads 
over the two oppoſite families. 


1 p ON the creation, the whole Mem of reaſonable crea- 


SAS | The 


DISSERTATION I 
The wicked family of Cain were the children of the apoftate; 
but the pious family of Serþ were the adopted children of Gos, 


and are faid to have called upon the name of the Lord, Gen. iv. 26. 
The two families were mixed, when the ſons of Gon married the 


daughters of men, Gen. vi. 2, and the apoſtaſy prevailed fo much, 


that Noah's was then the only righteous family upon earth. 
— Upon this mixture, and ſpreading degeneracy, THE GREAPF 
Gop (who had taken care tes ſeparate his family from che aps- 
flates, and who would have had them kept ſeparate) by the moſt 
wonderful connexjon between the natural and moral world, 
brought che deluge, when the fins of men were grown to ſo very 
enormous an height, and called aloud for judgment: Thereby 
he ſwept off at once that whole apoftgte generation; but in a 
miraculous manner ſaved 1 85 Noah, and his family, to peo- 
ple the earch with a pious ſeed. | 
In about nine of ten generations from the flood, a deluge of 
impiety had broke in again, and idalatry had infected the greateſt 
art of mankind ; ſo that once more mer were, almoſt univerſally, 
. the-children of the apoſtate. os 
THEN it was that Gop ſingled out Abraham, a man of di- 
ſtinguiſhed probity, and ordered him to depart out of his idola- 
trous country, and from his idolatrous kindred ; and when he was 
come as a ſtranger into a ſtrange land, Gon there again appear- 
ed unto him in he cloud of glory, and revealed himſelf to him in 
a moſt plain, remarkable, and affecting manner, that the know- 
ledge and worſhip of the one frue Gop might be preſerved, at 
leaft in one family, and the earth not be intirely ſubject to the 
apoſtate. | | | 
7 the remarkable and amazing providences chat attended 
him and his deſcendants, particularly the family of Hrael, they 
were ſet up as a light to mlighten the earth, exalted like a city up- 
on an hill, an illuſtrious and ftanding monument againſt an apo- 
Hate, idolatrous world. | | "x38 | 
When they, by their long ftay in Egypt, were in great danger 
of falling into like :delatry, Gop brought chem out by illuſtri- 
ous and repeated miracle; and in the ſolitary wilderneſs he 


formed them into a 2 They, by a willing ſubjection, be- 


coming his people, or ſubjects ; and he, by a peculiar covenant, 

becoming their Head, Lord, or King. 1 N 
To that his temporal kingdom Gop gave laws by Me, his 
ſervant, which were binding to that one nation. But as the 
1 terms 


„ 
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DISSERTATION I. 


terms of that law (viz. Dy this and live; but diſobey in any par- 
ticular, and die ) were what none of them came uꝑ to; they. 
could not thereby attain to the everlaſting inheritance. And there- 
fore it led them to look back to. the Abrahamic, or patriarchal 
covenant, or forward to the future kingdom of the Meſfiab. For 
the lau was only an intermediate ſtate, given becauſe of ran? 

greſſions (or to prevent their falling into like idolatry and wick- 
edneſs, with their ſurrounding neighbours) ri Mess1an, the - 
promiſed ſeed, ſhould come; God at that time purpoſing, and from 
time to time foretelling, that he would, at a. proper ſeaſon, 
transfer his #ingdom into the hands of the Meſiab, his anointed. 
ſon, a moſt illuſtrious perſon, that ſhould ariſe in.that Theocracy, 
or from among his own people 1/-ae/; and, that under him per- 

ſons of all nations ſhould be Des e into the kingdom of 
God ; though the nation of Mael alone were the ſubjects of the 

T heocracy, or temporal kingdom. Twas alſo intimated that the 
Meſjiah's 14 757 was to be a ſpiritual kingdom ; for then the earth 

was to be full of the knowledge of the true Gop,, as the waters cover 
the ſeas ; by his knewledge he was to Juſtify many; and to be a light to 
inligbten the Gentiles, as well as the glory of GOD people Iirael 3 
to reftrain tranſgreſſion, to make an end of fin, to make reconcilia- 

tion for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſiing righteouſneſs ; to pro- 
mote univerſal peace, juſtice, and charity among men. This was 

E of, as the grand deſign of the coming and &:ngdom of 

im, who was called, TuE LORD OoUuR RIGHT EOUSN ESS. 

Both the Aingdoms were erected according to the counſels of in- 
finite wiſdom; and therefore both calculated exactly to anſwer 
their great end. As the wiſe Governor of all, at once formed 
the plans of both, and as we that have them both before ue, 
upon comparing them together, find that they do actually, in 
many reſpects, bear. a reſemblance to each other; there is great 
reaſon to believe that this reſemblance, was deſigned, and that the 
one was erected as preparatory to the other. 

Whether. our. LoRD governed the Theocracy, as the. angel of 
the LokD, the angel of his preſence, the. angel of the covenant, . 
angel in which Gop had put his name, and Fehovah, &c. is, by 
ſome, called in queſtion: I am apt to think, indeed, that he 
that tabernacled in the cloud of glory, did afterwards tabernacle 


in our nature, John i. 14. but I have not room here to inlarge 


upon this particular, However, 
'Tis 


DISSERTATION I 


'Tis evident that at his incarnation, for this purpoſe was the ſon 


of Go manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works of the devil; 


and that upon his aſcenſion, all power was committed unto bim, 
both in heaven and upon earth : From which time he is plainly 
repreſented as an head, or chieftain, in oppoſition to him who is 
at the head of the apoſta/y. | | 

The conteſt between the two kingdoms is not a conteſt of power 


with power. (for if that were the caſe, as our Lord's power is. 


infinitely ſuperior, Satan's kingdom. muſt. immediately come to. 
ruin) but 'tis a conteſt. of knowledge, truth, and virtue, with 
ignorance, falſhood, and wickedneſs. Accordingly the one is re- 
preſented as a N of darkneſs, the other as a kingdom of light, 
Acts xxvi. 27s 18. Col. i. 13. As idolatry and wickedneſs ſa 
much prevailed, Satan was called, The god of this world, to whom 
the children of diſobedience were ſubje&.; and the prince, or ru 
ler of the darkneſs of this world : Nay, the whole world was ſaid ta 
be ſubject to the wicked one, 1 John v. 19. Him did our Lord judge, 
his works he condemned; he caſt out that firong man armed, and 
ſpoiled his houſe ; made his kingdom to fall ſwiftly, like lightning 
from heaven ; and deſtroyed (the dominion of) him that bad the 
power of death, i. e. the devil. 

Every ſingle convert that was brought over from idolatry and 
wickedneſs to the fincere love of truth and holineſs, was a de- 
ſtroying the apy/tate's kingdom, and the promoting the #1ngdom 
of Gop. 

4 That the &:ngdom of Gap, and the kingdom of heaven, are, in 
the New Teſtament, ſynonymous terms, will appear from compa- 
ring Matt. xiii. 31. with Mart iv. 30. and Luke xiii. 18, 19. for 
what in the firſt place is called, the kingdom of heaven, is, in the 
two laſt places called, the kingdom of Gop. Nay, what is called 
the — 18 of beaven, Matt. xix. 23. is ver. 24. called the kingdom. 
of Gop. 

6 'Tis ſometimes ſimply called the kingdom. And fo the Chri- 
ian doctrine is called the goſpel of the kingdom, Matt. iv. 23. and 
ix. 35. and xxiv. 14. and the word. of the kingdom, Marr. xiii. 19. 

But, whether the kingdom, or the kingdom of heaven, or of Gop, 

be the phraſe made uſe of; it has not one conſtant and uniform 
meaning. It may poſſibly ſometimes include Gop's wniver/al 


government over the whole ſyſtem of reaſonable creatures, whether 


virtuqus or not; in which large ſenſe his kingdom ruleth over all: 
To this his extenſive regal power we are to aſcribe his puniſhing the 
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thing 


- Theecraty, or God's kingdom over that one nation of Iſrael, 
viii. 12. and xxi. 43. But in this ſenſe it does not often occur. For, 


DISSERTATION I. 


wicked, as well as his rewarding the 9756, 75 And in this ſenſe 


the kingdom is in the hands of the Meſiab, Fohn v. 22; 29. Phil. 


11. 9, 10. 
At other times it may imply the whole ſyſtem of virtuous crea- 


tures, who are now reduced under the government of the Meffiah : 


Though the word Kingdom is not mentioned, yet there is ſome- 

Tike this aſſerted in ſeveral places of the New Teftament. As 
to the holy angels, ſome think this to be aſſerted, Col ii. 15. but 
as to virtuous men upon earth, tis evident, Col. i. 18. and they 


ſeem both to be included, Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 20. 


In ſome few places of the New Teftament it may 2 ng 
att. 


As far as I am yet able to judge, it moſt commonly ſignifies 
the ſpiritual kingdom vf the Meſa zor, that gracious method, which 
Gov has taken, and publiſped in the goſpel, for the recovery of man- 


kind from the general apoftaſy, i. e. by ſending (after man 82 


archs and prophets) hrs own ſon, as the prince and father of the laſt 
age, ro bring men of all nations to repentance and holineſs here, and 
hereafter to the inheritance of eternal life. 4 

'Tis ſometimes called, the kingdom of Gop, even the Father ; 
and that, (1.) Becauſe twas his originally, and he gave it to the 
Son, Matt. xi. 27. and xxviii. 18. Luke xxii. 29. Jahn ili. 35. 
and v. 19 — 24. As ii. 36. Phil. ii. 9, Sc. And, (2.) Be- 


cauſe at laſt, zhe Son ſhall deliver up the kingdom to Gop, even the 


Father, Matt. xiii. 43. compared with 1 Cor. xv. 24. But, 
Tis moft commonly repreſented as the kingdom 4 the Son, be- 
cauſe he has the immediate rule and government of it. 
Tis aſcribed to boch, Rev. xi. 15. and faid, that the kingdoms 
4 this world ſhall become the kingdoms of the Lokp, and of his 
ARTIST. | 

In ſome texts it includes only the preparatory kingdom, or the 
Chriſtian church here upon earth, Marr. xiii. 24 ; 47. This prepa- 
Fatory part of the kingdom of God is the grand receptacle of ſuch 
as would moft advantagioufly prepare for the kingdom of glory; 
whith kingdom of glory, and compleat felicity, is what the phraſe 


muſt, in ſeveral other texts, be underſtood rofignify, Marr. xiii. 43. 


and xxv. 34. And laftly, Ir ſometimes includes the whole dura- 
tion of this kingdom, i. e. as preparatory bere, and glorious and 
happy hereafter : The one of thete is as the apteſt means to the 
other, which is the ultimate and beft end. 


The 


DISSERTATION I 
The careful reader will eafily ſee in which of the abovemen- 
tioned ſenſes tis any where uſed, by conſidering the ſcope and 
connection of the ſeveral places: And ought to remember, that 
the preparatory part of it can deſerve the name of the kingdom of 
Gop, and of beaven, only as tis the way and means to reconcile 
men to Gop, and to bring them to the glorious kingdom of beaven, - 
that inheritance of eternal life. | 
In the text I apprehend it to include the whole duration of the 
kingdom, 7, e. bath as preparatory upon earth, and glorious in the 
future world ; for tis evident, that the Theſ/alomans then ſuffered * 
upon the account of their Chriſtianity, or for their having im- 
braced the preparatory, ſpiritual kingdom of the Meſſiah, 1 The. 
i, 6. and ii. 14. 2 Thel. i. 3—— 7. But twas the proſpect of the 
everlaſting inheritance, or the glorious and happy kingdom of God, 
that animated them to ſuffer ſo bravely, and ſo ſtedfaſtly to ad- 
here. to the preparatory, ſpiritual kingdom, 1 Theſſ. i. 10. and 
ii. 12 3 19, and ili. 13, and iv. 1318. and v. 43 9, 103/23, 24% 
2 The. i. 7 ; 10. and ii. 13, 14 3 16. and iii. 33 5. 
But that this phraſe, he kingdom, the kingdom of God, or 
heaven, does not always ſignify, the whole /y/tem of virtuous crea 
tures with Gap at. therr bead, appears plainly from Matt. viii. 12. 
where tis declared that ſome of the children of the kingdom (i. e. 
of the T beocracy, or temporal kingdom, as I apprehend) hall finals 
ly be caſt iuto outer darkneſs, where ſhall be wailing and gnaſbing 
of teeth. And, Matt. xiii. 24, Sc. the kingdom of heaven is compa- 
red to a field, where tare fprung up among the good Wheat; and, 
ver. 47, Ec. to a net, that catched bad fiſh as well as good. In 
theſe and ſuch places, we ought to underſtand it only of the pre- 
bparatory part of God's kingdom, to which hypocrites profeſs chem 
ſelves to belong, as well as ſincere Chriitians ; and the advanta- 
ges of which many bad men might have, if they would but im- 
prove them. | | 3} | 
I have brought theſe obſervations together, that, by appearing 
at one view, they might mutually give light to one another; and 
that I might not have occaſion. to be frequently returning to 
them, in ſhort notes, and broken, imperfect hints, where one 
cannot have room to handle fo large a ſubject. 1 % *n 6 
I would only add a few remarks concerning the laws of the 
&ngdom of Gob, and who, at-prelent, are bis people. 5 
The Theccracy (ot temporal ktngdom) was confined to one na- 
tion; and the /aw of Moſes was the law of that kingdom. The © 
. : | death 
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DISSERTATION I. 
death of the Meffiab aboliſhed, at leaſt, the poſitive part of chat 
law. And, 

God had as good a right to preſcribe the laws of 518 . ee 
kingdom, as he had of the temporal; and, to accept whom he 
thought proper as its ſubjects, as' well as upqa what terms he 
{aw fit. 


Whilſt the other nations were ido/atrous, and ſubject to the 
wicked one, I/rael, and all that would be ſubject to that Theo- 


 eracy, were the people of Gop; his family, or kingdom upon earth. 


Thus things ſtood with the two great bodies of mankind, i. e. 


Jews, and idolatrous Gentiles, till the coming of the Meffiab. 


When the Meſiah came, and erected his ſpiritual kingdom, with 


new laws, and upon other terms. then, the lau, which Gop 


had given by Mo/es, ceaſed to be the law of God's kingdom: And, 
the honours and privileges of this ee kingdom were offered 


to all men, that would comply with the /aws of it, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, i. e. whether they had, or had not, belonged to the 


temporal kingdom. Only the ſubjects of the Theocracy were fa- 
voured with the firſt offers; and the Gentiles poſtponed, till the 
great harveſt of the Jeus (eſpecially in 569 and Fudea) 
was gathered in. But then, to the Gentiles alſo were the offers 


made, that Gop might either provoke the Fews to jealouſy, and 


reſerve them Mill as his ſubjects; or that, upon their refuſal, 
he might have a people, and Kingdom, in their ſtead : For all 
ſuch as would not comply, whether Fews or Gentiles, were of 
courſe rejected from being members of the kingdom of Go. 

From conſidering mankind of old in this cecumenical, or natio- 
nal capacity ; the ſubjects of the ſpiritual kingdom, and ſuch as 
rejected it, came to be thus conſidered. Accordingly ſuch phra- 
ſes are uſed of the body of Chriſtians in the New Teſtament as 
were anciently uſed concerning the body of Fews, the ſubjects of 
the Theocracy ; ſuch as the ele? or choſen people of Gop, the holy 
nation, the ſaints of the moſt high, that were to take and poſſeſs the 
kingdom, Dan. vii. 27. the holy and beloved, &c. | 

ut all ſuch as will not have this man to reign over them, are 
aliens to the people and Ain gdm of Gop. 

Men were excluded the temporal kingdom by idolatry ; becauſe 
it was a Theocracy, and idolatry was high treaſon. 

Idolaters are likewiſe excluded the ſpiritual kingdom ; and not 


they only, but ſuch alſo as reject the Mefiab, even the Jews them- 
ſel ves not excepted. 


In 


* 


DISSERTATION I. 

In this light (upon farther conſidering that place) would 1 
underſtand that ſentence, #0zox (according to the vulg-9d) in 
ev; n oy His TAG, which I would tranſlate thus; For the 
wrath hath at laſt jetzed upon them, i. e. upon the unbelieving 
Jews, of whom he had juſt been ſaying, That they pleaſed not 
Gop, and were contrary to all men; and, that they had forbidden 
him and bis aſſiſtants to preach the goſpel to the Gentiles ; though it 
was in order to their being ſaved And thus the wicked eus 
compleated their own fins ; For (ſays he) the wrath is come upon 
them, q. d. Hitherto the Gentiles have been the children of 
« wrath ; and the Jews, for many ages, the peculiar people of 
« Gop : But, now, the tables are turned; for the Gentiles have 
« repented of their idolatry and wickedneſs, and ſubmitted to the 
« kingdom of the Meſſiah : And therefore (though formerly they 
e were not his people) they are now became the people of Gop, 
« and the true members and ſubjects of his kingdom : Bur, the 
« wrath of Gop is come upon the unbelieving Fews (not for their 
« idolatry, but) for their rejecting the Meſiab, now he is come 
« into the world. And they, as well as the unbelieving Gentiles, 
« are for the future to be looked upon as the children of wrath, 
« and aliens to the people and covenant of Gop.” 

As Gop, by his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, has made inani- 
mate and brute creatures as well as reaſonable and intelligent, 
and higher, as well as lower ranks of intelligent beings; and has 
given different men different capacities for making diſcoveries in 
the natural as well as moral world: So may he, very conſiſtently 
with the ſame infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, make different diſcove- 
ries, at different times, or to different perſons, or nations, by im- 
mediate revelation, or authentic tradition ; but, always upon this 
condition, that they ſtand accountable for their ſuperior advan- 
tages; and uſe all the poſitive inſtitutions af any revelation in an 
intire ſubordination to things that are of eternal, unalterable obli- 
gation, vig. juſtice and charity, temperance and piety. 

I have ſaid above, that the preparatory kingdom is the grand 
receptacle for ſuch as would moſt advantagiouſly prepare for the 
kingdom of glory ; and indeed, ſuch as are more virtuous and —_ 
in proportion to their ſuperior privileges in the Chriſtian church, 
.or the preparatory kingdom of God, ſhall be finally exalted to 
higher degrees of glory. But, I would all along be underſtood 
to mean, that whatever promiſes Go has at any time made, or 


whatever privileges he has granted, to the profeſſed ſubjects of bs 
2 | kingdom 
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| kingdom (whether under the Theocracy ; or ſince, under the ſpiri- 
| tual kingdom of the Meffiah) are always to be fo interpreted, as 
that infincere and wicked perſons, of whatever family or nation, 


or whatever profeſſion of religion, thall finally be cut off from 
the people of Gop, and excluded the kingdom of glory: And that 
all fincere and virtuous perſons, who (without their own fault, 
and merely becauſe of their birth, education, country, or other 


like circumſtances) are unavoidably deprived of the advantages of 


the preparatory kingdom of Gop, thall come from the Eaſt, and 
from the Weſt, and from the North, and from the South, and 
ſhall be accepted inſtead of ſuch as had thoſe advantages, but 
abuſed them. 

Though therefore Abrabam was ſingled out of an idolatrous 
world, and 7/aac out of Abraham's family, and Jacob out of the fa- 
mily of T/aac, yet it was not for their own fakes only; nor would 
they have been bleſſed in conſequence of ſuch a ſeparation, had 
they not been virtuous, and carefully improved their ſuperior 
advantages; for, though 1/rae! alone was a Theocracy, yet all 
were not 1/rae/ that were of 1/rael; and, though the number of 
them were as the ſand of the ſea, yet a remnant only was to be ſa- 
ved, i. e. ſuch alone as were ſincerely pious and virtuous. 

On the other hand, there have been ſome remarkably wiſe, 
brave and good men, that have not had the privileges of the &4:ng- 
dom of GOD: Epictetus at Rome, and Socrates among the Greeks, 
appear to be ſignal Inſtances of this kind; and Fob, among the 
Eaſtern nations, is an inſtance which the ſcripture mentions, and 
molt juſtly applauds. 

To conclude. The profeſſed people of Gop, and the ſubjects 
of his kingdom have the beſt advantages ; but at the ſame time 
Go is no reſpecter of perſons : For, from the creation to the con- 
fummation of all things (whether men have, or have not the ad- 
vantages of the preparatory kingdom) in every nation, he that 

feareth Gop, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted of him. 


The End of the firſt Diſſertation. 
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DISSERTATION II 


Concerning the Man of Sin, &c. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 3--=-12. 


from the kingdom of Gop, was conſidered in the moſt gene- 
ral view of it. 
At preſent we are to inquire into an apoſtaſy, which (tho 
not ſo general) is a moſt ſignal and remarkable one. 
Since St. PAUL had left the Theſſalonians, they had fallen into 
a miſtake concerning the coming of the day of the LoRD, imagin- 
ing that St. PAuL thought it to be then juſt at hand. To rectify 
that miſtake, he wrote this /econd epiſtle; wherein he acquaints 
them, that that could not be ſo near; for a great apo/taſy was 
firſt to happen in the Chriftianchurch; and in deſcribing the perſon 
that ſhould be at the head of that apoſtaſy, he ſeems to have had 
his eye upon Dan. vii. 24, 25. and xi. 36, Cc. That that dey, and 
coming of the LoRD cannot refer to his coming to the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, but muſt refer to the day of judgment, when the 
dead are to be raiſed, and the living transformed, hath been ſhown 
in Note (*) on chap. ii. 2. And therefore, there can be no ne- 
ceſſity (upon that account) to look for the man of fin, &c. before 
the deſtruction of Feruſalem; as they are obliged to do, who un- 
. this coming of the LoRD to refer to the deſtruction of 
at city. | 
— of the ſix following interpretations of this propheſy ap- 
pear to me to be well grounded. | 
1. Grotius would perſwade us, that C. Caligula was the mar of 
ſn, &c, here propheſied of: But, according to all the belt ac- 
counts, this ep;/tlc was written about 12 years after the death af 
that emperor. 2 
2. De Hammond would have S. Magus, and the Gnojtrcks to 
de here deſigned. But S. Magus had already thewn himſelf an 
G 2 


enemy 


1 N the former diſſertation, the apoftaſy of intelligent creatures 
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enemy to Chriſtianity at Samaria, and therefore was not yet fo be 


revealed; and as to his conflict with St. PETER at Rome, and 


many of the Doctors ſtories about the Gnofticks ; they ſeem to 
be built upon too weak a foundation, to deſerve any great re- 
gard. Dr. Whitby: and Mr. Le Clerc, have abundantly confuted 
this interpretation. | 125 

Grotius's introducing S. Magus, ver. 8, 9. is as groundleſs; for 
the ArosrLA does evidently, continue to ſpeak of the. ſame perſon, 


ver. 8, 9. that he had begun with, ver. 3, 4. And if Grotius ſaw 


that the whole propheſy would not agree either to Caligula, or 
S. Magus, and his deluded followers; I think he ought, in his 
interpretation, to have referred no part of it to either of them. 

3. Others would have the unbelieving Fews, who revolted from 
the Romans, and the Jewiſb converts that apaſtatized from the 
Chriſtian to the Fewiſh religion again, to be the perſons here 


propheſied of. 


Anſwer, What the AposTLE is here ſpeaking of, appears to 
have been an apoſtaſy from religion; (lee ver. 10, 11, 12. and 
Note () on chap. ii. 3.) But, the unbelieving Fews could not 
apoſtatize from the Chriſtian religion, becauſe they had never im- 
braced it: And the Few!/h Chriſtians, that did apoſtatize, had 
no eminent head, or leader, that deſerved the name of the man of 


fin, &c. Dr. Whitby, who is the moſt eminent advocate for this 


interpretation, plays between the two; and brings in the unbelie- 
ving Jews revolting from the Romans, or the Jewiſh Chriſtians 
falling away from Chriſtianity, juſt as may beſt help him out in 
his interpretation : Whereas the propheſy it ſelf. is uniform, and 
deſcribes one ſort of apoftaſy quite throughout. 

4. Though Mahomet himſelf did never profeſs: the Cbriſtian 
religion, and therefore could not be called an apoftate ; yet as he 
made many Cbhriſtians to apoſtatize, he might = ſome ſenſe) be 
ſaid to fit in the temple of GOD: He likewiſe ſhewed himſelf to 
be, in reality, no prophet, but a temporal prince; and he roſe 
after the downfal of: S Roman emperors, which I take to have 
been (the T0 xk that which lerted, &c. 

All this may be ſaid in favour of them that underftand this as 
a propheſy of Mabomet. But then, ( 1.) Suppoſing St. Joun, and St. 
Paul to have propheſfiediof the ſame thing; tis evident that Rome 
mult be the ſeat of this grand impoſtor, Rev.xvii. 9; 18. (2.) Whe- 


ther the former anfwer be well grounded or no; tis ſufficient to 


ſay, That the wicked one was to come after the working of Satan, wit 4 
2 | TE 
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all power and figns, and lying wonders, &c. i. e. with great pre- 


tonſions to miracles: Whereas Mahomet did not pretend to eſta- 
bliſh himſelf and his :mpoſture by miracles: For, though ſeveral: 
miracles are aſcribed to him, by the fabulous and legendary wri- 


ters among the Mabometans ; yet their learned men renounce 
them all; as does Mabomet himſelf,, who, in feveral places of his 
Alcoran, owns that he wrought no miracles. 

5. Though Rome heathen oppoſed Chriſtianity-very much ; and- 
the emperors exalted themſelves above all the kings and princes 
upon earth; yet this their exaltation was not a thing then to be 
revealed; neither did they apotatize from Chriſtianity ; nor fit 
in the temple of Gop; nor pretend to eſtabliſh their power by: 
miracles. | 

6. The Papi/ts, in their annotations to the Rhemiſb New Teſta- 
ment, interpret this apoſtaſy to be the falling away of the pro- 
teſlants from the church of Rome; and ſo (by a ſtrange /egerde- 
main) we are to be the man of in, &c. or his fore-runners at leaſt, 
Whereas it does not appear that there was then any Chriſtian 
church at Rome ; nor are we united under any one common head. 


upon earth; nor do we pretend to eſtabliſh. our doctrine by m-- 


racles, &c. 

As we have rejected theſe miſinterpretations, the next thing 
is to point out the APo8TLE's meaning. And, however difficult 
it may appear, upon a tranſient reading, to fix the ſenſe of ſo ſhort. 
and general a propheſy as this: I will yenture to ſay, That no 
propheſy could have been more exactly fulfilled than this hath. 
been in the 6i/hop of Rome and his adherents. And therefore, as 
it agrees to them, and the whole of it to them alone, there. is the 
greateſt reaſon to think that it was deſigned for them; eſpecially 


as tis a ſingular event, the like to which never happened before, 


and moſt probably never will happen again. 
But, let us $0 over the ſeveral parts of the propheſy : 


Before the day of the Loxp there was to happen an @poſtaſy, &c.Yer; 3. 


And accordingly, what an apa from the true Chriſtian wor- 
ſhip, doctrine and practice, is ſupported by the church of Rome! 

Inſtead of worſhipping Gop with fimplicity, and in ſpirit and 
truth, . they have introduced external pomp, and — Cere- 
monies, that ingage the attention without mending the heart, 
Nay, | 


= See Dr, Prideaux's life of Mabomet, p. 31: We 
In- 
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Inſtead'of worſhipping Gop through Jesvs CHRISH (the only 
Mediator between Go and man) they have ſubſtituted the do&#rine 
of demons, i. e. the ſpirits of men departed out of this life, who 
(as they pretend) intercede with Gop for us; and invoke the 
Virgin Mary more frequently than Gop himſelf. They have not 
only ſucceeded heathen Rome in the feat of empire; but have alſo 


apoſtatized into their* imagery and idolatry; though they have 


indeed diſguiſed it with new names, and different pretenſions. 
Inſtead of the Chriſtian doctrine, they have (apoſtatiged from 
the faith, and) taken from the common people the liberty of 
reading the /errptures in their mother tongue, that they might, 
with more eaſe, propagate their own deluſions. For having, in 
a forcible and violent manner, reſtrained the liberty of- private 


judgment; they have, with leſs difficulty, ſubſtituted (inſtead of 


the moſt excellent doctrine of the apa) their own articles of 
faith, and the forged traditions, and lying legends of their church. 
And, not content barely to propagate ignorance, they have dared 
moſt impudently to commend it, and called it the mother of de- 
worion. 

Their incouraging the ap9/afy in practice will be taken notice 
of, in explaining the ſentences that immediately follow, 

This grand apoſtaſy was to proceed gradually to its height; but 
when it came to ſuch a pitch, then was fo be revealed, one that 
ſhould deſervedly be called, the man of fin, &c. 

That this phraſe may denote a ſucceſſion of perſons, one after 
another, though but one at a time, appears from Deut. xvii. 
14— 20. where that phraſe, the Ling of T/rael, muſt be under- 
ſtood not of one rw ave? but of a ſucceſſion of ings; and from 
Lev. xxi. 10. Numb. xxxv. 25 28. Joſb. xx. 6. where the Few- 
ifh hig be prieſt is ſpoken of as one perſon ; though any one in the 
ſucceſſion of high-priefts is there meant. | 

And, to whom can the title of the mar of in, &c. ſo proper- 
ly belong, as to the ſucceſſion of the 6:fhops of Rome, for many 


paſt centuries? There have not only been among them fome of 


the vileſt of mankind, notorious for their infidelity, debauchery, 
and all manner of wickedneſs: But, by their indulgences, par- 
dons, and difpenſations (which they have fold in fo infamous a 
manner) they have incouraged all manner of vile and wicked 


Ro Sce the account given by Dr. AMddleton, who ws himſclf ſeveral years at 
ame. h 
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practices. Inſtead of ſhowing men the neceſſity of fincere repen- 
tance, unfeigned faith, and an holy life and converſation ; they 
have contrived numberleſs methods to make an holy. life intirely 
needleſs, and to indulge men in the greateſt and moſt abomina- 
ble vices; and yet aſſure them of heaven, even without repen- 
ance, provided they would ſufficiently pay them for their ad- 

m 


The form of indulgences a little before the reformation, was ſo 
ample, that rich men were unconcerned what ſins they commit- 
ted ; as knowing that they could, living or dead, purchaſe a par- 
don: For ſuppote they neglected it in their life-time, it was but 
leaving fo much money, by will, at their death, for maſſes and 
indulgences ; and they were aſſured that all would be forgiven. 

The ftory of 'the French gentleman is well known, who, being 
admoniſhed by his friend of his horrible curſing and blaſpheming, . 
anſwered ; There's no fear, man; Can't I buy my pardon of 
« the Auguſtin Friars? Yes, I ſhould be forgiven for anounce of ö 
« gold, though I had ravifh'd the mother of Gon, and cut off bath. 
« her breaſts.” | | | 
Can fuch notorious wickedneſs always eſeape without an emi- 
nent perdition? | | 

How juſtly may preſent Rome, for her perſecution, idolatry, . 
and notorious wickedneſs, be deemed myſtical Babylon, and (ſpiri- i 
tually, or figuratively) called Sodom, and Egypt (where the . 
people of Gop have been under a long and cruel bondage] and } 
the mother of fornications, and of the abominations of the earth*? | 
Who oppoſeth bimſelf, i. e. to CuRrIsT and true. Chriſtians: Ver. 4;. | 
And who hath done this more than the church of Rome? Their 
infamous Croiſadoes, the cruel maſſacres of the Albigenſes and 
Valdenſes, of whom they are ſaid to have ſlain above nine hun- 

dred thouſand. | | 

In about 3o years from the firſt founding of the order of the 
Jeſuits, above eight hundred thouſand of the proteſtants were put 9 
to death, by the hand of the executioner only; beſides great num- 
bers that periſhed ſeveral other ways, of whom we have now no 
particular account remaining: The duke of Alva boaſted of his ha- 
ving, in a few years, cut oft fix and thirty thouſand in Belgium. 
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The horrible and infernal court of inguiſition is ſaid, in about 
30 years to have conſumed 150, ooo by various kinds of torments; 
and ſtill remains in Spain, Portugal, Italy, and other places, on 
purpoſe to hinder all free. inquiry, and to keep mankind in the 
greateſt ignorance, and moſt ſſaviſn ſubjection to an hierarchy of 


ambitious, lazy, and debauched prieſts. | 
The cruel burning of the martyrs in England; and the horrid 


«nd prodigious maſlacres in France, and Ireland, can never be 


4 


forgot: No benevolent perſon can read the accounts without 
weeping eyes, and a bleeding heart. 
Perſecution-is a diſtinguiſhing part of the character of: this ap- 


fate. If to* wear out the ſaints of the Moſt High, and to ſlay ſuch as 


are * witneſſes for truth, liberty, and holineſs, and againſt impoſitions, 
violence, and perſecution ; if tos make war with the ſaints, and 


frequently to prevail againſt, and overcome them, and even to be 


* drunk with the blood of the ſaints and of the martyrs of Jxsus —— 
can poſſibly be accompliſhed ; it has been, and till is, accom- 
pliſhed by-the. cruel and tyrannical church of Rome. | 

And exalteth himſelf ahove all that is called a god, or even above 
the Imperial Dignity ; that he himſelf, in the very temple of Gop, 
may fit upon his throne as a god, ſhewing that in reality he 1s a god. 
Ihe particular words and phraſes are explained in the Notes 
on this feurth-verſe. And tis caſy to point out the accompliſh- 
ment of this part of the prapheſy alſo. | 

How proudly have the . of Rome thus exalted them- 
ſelves; and .with pleaſure heard themſelves called, by their flat- 
terers and vile dependants, king of kings, and lord of lords! by 
whom princes reign, and upon whom the right of kings depends 
Nay, the canoniſts ſtile him, Our lord god, the pope. And they 
have acted accordingly, abſolving ſubjects from their allegiance to 
their lawful prince, fomenting and raiſing rebellions, depoſing 
or murdering rightful princes, and ſetting up others in their ſtead. 
With what pride and — — have they called emperors their 
vaſſals, and even obliged ſome of them to hold the bridle, or ſtir- 
up, till the pope has mounted his horſe ; or to bear up his train 


Such as would ſee an authentic account of the riſe and progreſs of the Iu- 
quiſition, and of the inhumane treatment, that ſuch as differ from the church 
.of Rome, there meet with; let them read Limborch's Hiſtory, &c. lately tranſ- 
Jated by Mr. Chandler. | | 

y Dan. vil, 25. f Rev. Xi. 75 8. 8 Ib. xili. 1— K Ih. Xxvii. 6. 

Diſtinck. 96. c. ſatis eviden ter. | 
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after him, when his. holineſs has pleaſed. to walk in a pompous 
,procefſion ? Nay, with what amazing inſolence have they whipt 
kings and ſovereign princes; and even ſet their foot upon an em- 
peror's neck? They have claimed the ſole right of nominating, 
a or confirming, the princes and rulers of the earth. 
And, ö 
If this was not t exalt himſelf above all that is called a god, or 
an emperor ; there can be no event to anſwer this, or any pro- 
pheſy whatever. But, ſuppoſe that by Z:54oyg. ſhould be under- 
ſtood, objects of, or things pertaining to religious worſhip ; does 
not the Pop of Rome claim the ſole power of ordaining ſacra- 
ments, conſecrating altars and images, canonizing whom he 
pleaſes for ſaints, and to appoint what ſort of religious worſhip 
ſhall be paid, as well as to whom? otherwiſe, how comes it to 
paſs that the Virgin Mary is more frequently worſhipped than the 
God AND FATHER or OUR LoRD Jesvs CHRIST? 
Is not this evidently a religious tyranny, founded in, and {till 
bis» ns by the pretence of religion? Others have ſometimes 
called in religion 15 a pretence; and laid aſide that pretence, 
when their purpoſe has been ſerved; but none beſides this have 
been intirely founded in, and all along carried on, merely under 
a pretence to religion: Of this the Aros TIE has exactly prophe- 
ſied, by ſaying, that he would fit in the temple of God (not a Gop, 
but) as a Gop; 1. e. (in ordine ad ſpiritualia) under a pretence 
of being the head of the true * church, and having all ſpiritual 
power, he would thus exalt himſelf. And, I need not ſay, That 
under this colour, the 5i/hops of Rome have claimed a moſt exor- 
bitant power : And that this their kingdom is diverſe ' from all 
kingdoms, For other princes rule, in their own dominions, by 
their temporal power; but they, under the notion of ſpiritual 
power, claim obedience in kingdoms and countries, where a fo- 
reign temporal prince could have no claim. So that (though he 
does not directly pretend to be a god, or a temporal prince, yet) 
he ſhows himſelf to be one, and, in reality, poſſeſſed of equal, or 
greater power. | | | 
Vain and frivolous is the argument that Bellarmine would draw 
from our ſaying, That the el er, church is the temple of the true 
Gop: © Then (ſays he) the church of Rome muſt be the church of 
« God; for there the Pope fitteth upon his throne. | | 


* Sce Auguſt. de Civit. Dei, |. 20. c. 19. 1 Dan, vii. 23. 
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Ts fo, indeed, Juſt in the Tame ſenſe that an ® adulterous woman 
may be called 2 wife : Or, as the greareft corruptions may retain 
the names that were given in che times of the primitive ſimplicity 5 
and purity. 

Ver. 6. Hud 21 knbw what now hmdreth, that be may be revealed in his 

own proper. ſeaſon. That the Roman emperor was the obſtructing 
power, 'is highty eee (See Wote on this verſe.) And 'tis 

very remarkable, chat upon this account the primitive Chriſtians . 
uſed to pray for the continuance of the Noman empire, viz. to hin- 
der the appearance of Amicbriſt. Tertullian (who flour iſhed in the 
concluſion of the fecond gn: fays, * Nowthe myſtery. of iniquity - 

"worReth ; only be who'letteth, will let, until be be taten gut of the . 
ye What is this (fays he) bur the Roman empire? And St. 
Jerome, when he heard that Nome was taken by Hlaricus, the 

oth, {owed that he expected the appearance of Autichriſt, up- 
on the removal of the *Roman-emprre; and wonderetl that it Was 
not more ſpeedy : For! Gap bowel ethat hindered: is taken out of the 
"Way ; Aud yer we dont under ftand that Antichriſt approaches. 
'Tmi#ht"quore Wore fror the. fathers; but theſe expreſſions are 
-*fo tetnarkibly plain, that (if one could depend upon any 97:4/ tra- 
Aiken, one would atmoſt believe that the primitive Chriſtians had 
Feecived ph 0h vor tradition. : 
It may be worthwhile to compare, with what has been ſald, 
Nu: Mil. 273; ind"xving,; 10, 11. and if St. John there prophefied . 
"of the ſithe Thing, their rradirion was not merely oral. 

Ver. 7. "For the Mr bf v1iquity already worketh ; only there is one that 
obfrnteth, uml he be thier ant i, the way: Or (as ſome would 
Teßder. it) Ui is ceafes to inrerpoſe. 
is umpasfble fot us to know more bf che teridency towards 
Mis rang , in de ArosrT ES days, than they have men- 
"froned in their Weitings. Hymeneus and Alexander ſubverted the 
Cpfiſtians By teathing falſe doctrines. Diotrepbes Aſpired after the 
ptebeminende. I Drmac overloved the preſent world. Some, by a 

Halle hum ilty, fell-into'the worſnip of angels: Others are charged 

with making a gain of godlineſs; and others again, wich placing 

" religion in Atteton detween meats and drinks, and in the ob- 

ger Vatidn of days, and weeks,” and months, and years; not con- 

© defing that the L ]⅛ of Gon confiſtsrn rigbtegiſneſi, and peace, 
and joy in the Hey Gt. 5 
n Rev. xvii. 1, 7 Cc. 2. De Reſus. Carn. C. 24. - 4. Ad;Geront. 
de Monogam. A 
8. 


-— — 


As we know what the'apo/taſy is, at its height; we may juſtly 
contlude, that every corruption in worſhip, faith, or practice, 
was a making way for this aD, ſomewhar of the ſpirit of che 
Man 8f fin, &c. or the myſtery of 1ntquity then working. | 
And (according to this part of che propheſy) tis well knows 
that they have not arrived to their grand corruption, but ſtep by 
Rep ; and at the firſt by flow, and almoſt inſenſible degrees. 


39 


rl then pull be revealed that wicked one, or lawleſs pern. And Ver. 8. 


tis notortoully plain, that the removal of the Ran emperars did 
open the way for the advancement of che b;jÞop of Rome, co bis 
power and grandeur. Then wut the wicked one ũgnally revealed, 

O G94, That lach per. How proper a tide for him, 
- who Hath been dectared ty be ub to m law ; but by tbe plani- 
tude f bis power te Take right wrong, and wrong right ; to mate 
virtue vice, and vice virtue; d diene wuith all Jaws, tnwmas or 
—_ ani that be may di all #hings above law, ageinf daw, and 
*07thoutt l | | | 


fg the Toow't wi the/broy wwinb the Spirit of this nauth, and Ver. 8. 


"Well Utterly dbolifh 107% the 16149 bongfs F this womong.) This aught 
to be read in a hren hes ( ſee Note ( on this verſe) and them it 
can't hence be inferred, chat the man of in, &c. was to be deſtroy- 
el immediately upon !his-appearance. Poſſibly the firſt ſentence 
may refer to the deſtruction ef him, and this kingdom, in this 
world, and anfwer to Rev. xi. 13. and xiv-6 - 10. and xv. 1, &c. 
and xvii. 16, 17. 4nd xvili. 1, 2, c. and ix. 15-1. and the 
latter ſentence to his final deſtruction at the laſt day, and anſwer 
to Ræv. xx. Io. But Thy no ſtreſs upon this conjecture, only men- 
tion it as What Ueſer ves to be inquired into; nor Was it uncom- 
mon for our LoxpD and his Apgſttes, firſt to hint a thing more ge- 
nerally and obſcurely, and afterwards to explain it more largely 
and clearly. 2 | 
As the two laſt ſentenees were in · a !Parentbejis, we mayigo on 
as if they vyere not there; and then the ſenſe will run thus: 


When the obſtructing power is removed, then ſhalb be revealed Ver. g. 


that wicked one ; *Whoje comixg bail be, 'by a diabolical anergy, 
with all poer, und gus, amd lying wonders ; 


And 8th themoſt fraudulent amd unrigbteummcbeati; tbamgb none Ver. 10, 


need be deluded thereby, if they ure lovers fi tnatbh aud virtue. 

The many pretences to miracles in the church of Rome has 
abundantly fulfilled this. They aſſert, chat charebei have been mo- 
ved into diſtant countries; that images have nodded, ſmiled, 

H2 | frowned 


11, 12. 
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DISSERTATION HW _ 
frowned or ſpoken upon occaſion ; that- blosd has been annually - 
liquefied on a certain day of the year; that the firſt,” convert St. 
Gaul made in . gr was a bear; that St. Anthony of. Padua 
preached to à vaſt aſſembly of fiſh, whom he had miraculo 
called together, to hear the word of the Lox p. That St. Francis 


preached with great ſucceſs to birds and beaſts; which he thought 
 OVR-LORD had commanded, Mark xvi. 15. 


Numberleſs have been the fictitious apparitions of ſouls depart- 


ed, in order to prove ſuch a ſtate. as purgatory ; nay, what have 


they not pretended to? Voices from heaven and hell; cures ar 


the ſhrines of their ſaints; or. by their bones and. relicks, to 


which they have ſometimes aſcribed a power to raiſe perſons 
from the dead? All.the /egends, and lying wonders, that the moſt. 
diabolical invention could contrive, have been made uſe of to 
found and ſupport this notorious apoſtaſy. 

For my own part, I greatly-queſtion-the reality of all their mi- 
racles : But ſuppoſe any of them to have been real; a miracle on- 
ly ſhows that ſome being interpoſes, that is ſuperior in power to 


man: And, as we muſt judge by the doctrine they would promote, 


whether the miracles are worked by a good or bad ſpirit; tis evi- 


dent, that (if they work any real miracles) they are aſſiſted by 


a malevolent and wicked ſpirit, becauſe they would thereby pro- 

mote ignorance, falſhood and wickedneſs. | 
They have hkewiſe, by the ng unrighteous deceit, appeared as 

profeſſed friends to Chriſtianity, though really its greateſt ene- 


mies; have canonized men for ſaints that have been the moſt flagi- 


tious finners; and conſecrated murders, treaſons, . maſſacres; and 
rebellions; by promiſing their votaries immediate entrance into 


heaven, ſuppoſe they ſhould be cut off in perpetrating thoſe black 
and horrid: crimes. | 


'Twere endleſs to mention their pious frauds, and ſpecious and 


aſtoniſhing-methods to draw in the worſt of men, and to diſcou- 


rage: the beſt, to gratify their own exorbitant luſt of power, 
riches, and ambition! 


And muſt they not believe lies, that can delight in their mon- 


| ſtrous and lying /egends;. and tamely. give up the ſcriptures? and 


be under the. ſtrongeſt delufion and infatuation, that would defend 


or ſupport ſuch an.amazing apoſtaſy? 


w. Addiſon's Travels, p. 284. Ibid. p. 47, Ce. 
| | Thus 2 


DISSERTATION I 


Thus I have briefly gone through the ſeveral parts of this pro- 
pheſy, and ſhown (I think) that no propheſy can be more exactly 
accompliſhed. It may poſſibly be thought an objection to this in- 
terpretation, that St. Paul has taken no notice of this propheſy 


in his epiſtle to the Romans; tho' that was the very place Where 


the man of fin; &c. was to appear. 


Anſwer. I will lay no great ſtreſs upon what he hath ſaid, Rom. 


xi. 17 —— 22. becauſe it can't certainly be made appear that he 
had there any view to this grand apoſtaſy. But it may be juſtly 


alledged, that St. PAurL had not planted this church himſelf, and 


therefore he ſpeaks in a more condeſcending and reſerved manner; 


that they had not fallen into this miſtake about the ſpeedy coming 
the day of the Lord ;. and therefore there was no ſuch particu- 


0 

2 reaſon to mention b propheſy in writing to them, as he had 
here for writing expreſly to the Theſſalonians about it... The 
church of Rome was not then an apoftate church ; nor the Chriſti- 
ans then alive in any danger of ſo eminent an apoſiaſy: And final- - 


ly (what appears to me to be a conſideration of great moment) 


the AposrLE was cautious of ſpeaking out, in an pile to a 


church where he had never been, concerning the & xz{ty«r, that 
which letted ; which he muſt have done, or elſe they would not 


have underſtood him: Though I doubt. not but, that when. he 


came in perſon to Rome, he acquainted. that church with zhzs pro- 


pbeſy, as plainly and particularly as was wiſe and proper. 


Corollaries. 1. From what hath been ſaid, tis eaſy to judge 
concerning popery, and the reformation. Tis not the largeneſs of 
a-church, nor her external pomp and grandeur, that makes her 
the true church; nor are they always. the. Schi/maticks that are the 
fewer in number. No, ſuppoſe all the nations of the earth ſhould, 
generally, conſpire together in maintaining abſurd doctrines, im- 


moral or unreaſonable practices, uncharitableneſs and impoſiti- 
ons; they are properly the Hereticks and Schiſmaticks: And let the 
number that ſeparates. from them, in defence of truth and vir- 


tue, liberty and charity, be never ſo feẽw they are, in reality, 
the true church ; and the other, only a grand ſcbiſin, or worldly 
faction; even tho' their party be. as numerous, as that with the 


| ſoles of their feet they could dry up rivers. 


Holding the truth in love, is a mark of the true church : And 
ſuch. as forſake this are apaſtates. Such is the /chiſm, faction, and 
apoſtaſy of the preſent church of Rome, that mother of 1dolatries, , 
and of. the abominations of the earth: And reformation is a molt - 

glorious: . 
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| 1175 chinz, ; hei folded updn its right 62,5; of reaſoht and 


cripture, Hoe ty. ahd charity. 
„How ro p all. N Me ng Lge hath been aid afford 


| more | adi, or Sta ufer, chan 81 Paus. E here don: 
and St, JonN ( as Fogg the Revelation. | 
They, > ets muſt have been true prophets, and divitely i in- 
Jpired, or elſe they could never have uttered ſuch remarkable pre- 
itions ; which time hd fact have'ſo'exattly verified. 

| Some other arguments for the truth of the Chriſtian religion 
| ov 50. and conefufive) ma be of a more ſubtſe and difficult 
| nature: But the riſe and progreſs s of chis apoſtaſy is a fuct, n; plain 
fact! 4 at argument chat cannot edfily be evaded, but muſt ſtrike 
* the Virtüoüs and attentive All church Biltory, 'for'feveral cen- 
tries piſt, i is full bf 3 it; and we reed but open our eyes, and we 
| may behold too much of it: For tlie han f Jin, &c. is even now 
| -upoh'h his throhe, exalting Himſelf (as 3 as he can) above the 
Kings of the Garth; dhd Frith ſüch ſtrong deluſians ſeducing the 
'natigns, as to male many of them to belleve a lye: Ho often do 

We hear of tlie diftyal: et &s of their cruel and perfecutin —_ 
"Our a ance! tors felt it; ili) we Have been in _ Though | 
nate d Was king and wWe Have efeabed. Yer all 8 2 
volent. Petſons are daily möbtning ver ie; and ready to fäy, How 
Jorg, '© Lov, boly'and ia, wilt chou permit thine entmies to tri- 

mph, "ard not i aire the blood of thy mattyts at their hands? 

61 Ris tfANCTY ls a = redſonable in it felf; promotes 
the pureſt virtue; Was at fifſt plauted by Mirai, and great pten- 
ty, of /piritual ifts « And hete is a Neinafkable propheſy, which 
after” many undred'peats) is efaatly vetified by a nbrbtious 

"Senn While "epidbtices \eob1d Be fiffictene, "Where"all thefe are 
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3: We A 72 A x ſochol ar at the preſent ſtate of the Chri- 
flizm church ; for ſuch AposTLEs Or OUR Lok ha 


pheſy that 1 it. d be. Tho' the beſt things are Iiahle to cor 
tian; et one e 00 15 1 15 5 poſſi ble, that [6' 
ſo notorious a nuf g, cd, by any pretences, ' have fp fa 
out. of the Ghriftzan rel; gies. ahi 

Lock into, the Ve 


gu may. caſſly. perceive, that, light And dackneſs are ndt 'tnbre 
. The 80⁰⁵ο¹ exgty where, a zreateſt Virtue ang 


7750 3.and this, wicked. church (that ſehiſmatically calls Berſelf, 


„e only true,ohurgh) hath gotten lo many arts to make men ve) 


religious, without any vie, or go nels at all, that it does ede 
where; incourage all manger. of wickednels and abomination.” 


Daniel n that he G of, heaven woul, Id erekt a king- 
Aom, c., th ry he { NG 


& co che 27 l And we FA 
That this yo 7 . W ually erockec by 6 5 


:LORD AND QAYJQUR:JESUS, CHRIST: 


Now, u on Jogki ug a to a reat art af .Chriftendom, . 
yur eos yr. 15 e If NG. 


r el uch zannenz faqs © prophefied, chat out of this | 
ariſe, one 10 


is. natural to Inquire, t,t 15 the 2 25 


iritusl bing do bon d. the greateſt aph es, ad 
.carruptions, chat ever appeared In dh e en houg h fru Chri- 


Vianicy las cut ned: In Ihe ſcriptures), ! 1 kg been pa- 


xiably the ſame. 
4. How ougbt Ne. tq . opt a0 3 and unrighte- 
ous pawer ſhall come to an end chink our ſelves obliged in 
gtatitude to do gyery 15 "I Jn our Power, towards | ringitg 
; abour:ſa. happy. an yen t ſled be. ob that we are delivered 


:fram-this, warſe than 1 7 abe and Navery!” Pattiehlarty, 


let us reflect, with gratitude, 1 555 our late narrow Fe under 
the auſpicious conduct of King FP:lham, of immoFtal memory; who 
(by the favour of a kind providence) laid the foundation for 


bringing in among us, 754 Arlous bouſe of Hanover ; a fami- 
ly, that were among the firſt proteſters againſt popery, and that 
have ever ſince been Proteſtants; and. _— is in a diſtinguiſh. 


ing manner, the gl glory of cur preſent tap ” aka" and at- 


rended with the gteateſt an gd hs St qiffu Inve bY 0gs——they: are) ſtre- 


agent, which contains the religion 11 Je-- 
and you gray ca the pality apt d conſtitution! oft the church Rome; 


$3 


nuous alerts of oy Y, NG and bla 20h Bree be Bop. 


or ſuch a, roya 1. fami ly,—- ud: let all the e people e N. May 
. ? Dan, ii, it, 44; i To Te wt 
hey. 
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DISSERTATION II. 

they, and their deſcendants, continue friends to mankind, and lo- 
vers of truth, virtue, and liberty throughout all generations! 

What madneſs muſt poſſeſs ſuch as would bring us back again 
into this ritual Egyyt? when all wiſe men would avoid her, 
for fear of, at laſt, partaking in her plagues. Tis owing to our de- 
liverance from this mother of abominations, that we have the /erip- 
tures ſo common, and in our own; language; that we are allowed 
the liberty of private judgment, and Dleſfed with ſo many excel- 
lent helps to underſtand our Bible; that we are not required to 
believe the groſſeſt abſurdicies, and practiſe the moſt flagrant go. 
latries ; and that upon pain of forfeiting all that is dear to us in 
this world, and of young ſentenced to eternal damnation in the next. 

The moſt acceptable way of teſtifying our gratitude to Al- 
MIGHTY Gop, for ſo great a deliverance, is to ſtudy the /erip- 
tures with care, and practiſe accordingly ; and to allow others 


that liberty of private judgment that we our ſelves deſire; to 
avoid uncharitableneſs rowards ſuch as differ from us, and a per- 


ſecuting ſpirit in all the branches and degrees of it; to lay the 


great ſtreſs of religion where the ſcriptures have laid it (not in ab- 


ſtruſe notions, and unintelligible ſubtleties; not in forms and ce- 
remonies, or any poſitive inſtitutions; nor in an empty profeſ- 
ſion of the pureſt and beſt religion, bur) upon the ſincere love of 
Gop, and one another; upon a due governing our paſſions and 
ſenſual apperites, and the habitual practice of univerſal holineſs. 
For what ſignifies it, what church any man belongs to, what pro- 
feſſion of religion he makes, or what advantages he enjoys; if he 
don't love Gop and keep his commandments ; if he abuſe his li- 
berty to licentiouſneſs, and, in the midſt of ſuch light, ſhow that 

he loveth darkneſs, by leading a ſcandalous and wicked life; 
which, of all others, is the blackeſt Bere), and moſt flagrant and 
notorious corruption and apoſtaſy ! 
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. Lately Publiſhed by the ſame Author, 
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Defence of the Religion of Nature, the Chriſtian Revelation, againſt 
the deſective Account of the one, and the Exceptions againſt the other, in 


« Book entitled, Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. By Simon Browne. 
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